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CENTRAL 
AFRICA 


The Future of Central Africa 
is the subject of a 
National Peace Council study 
which forms a 4-page supplement 
to this weok’s Peace News. 
It examines an attempt to 
impose a form of government 
against the known opposition 
of the majority of the people 
and the failure of that attempt 
after seven years. 


YINHIS little boy lived in Warsaw. One 

day SS troops with sub-machine guns 
came and marched him off to a Nazi ex- 
termination camp. His crime: He was a 
Jew. He perished. 


But racial discrimination has not yet 
died. Im many countries it is rampant. 
The UNESCO Courier for this month gives 
a world pictorial survey of modern racism 
from Auschwitz to Little Rock, Notting 
Hill to Sharpeville. This is just part of the 
educational work which UNESCO has 


undertaken, year in, year out. 


Its executive board recently called upon 


THE MILITARY THREAT 
TO DISARMAMENT 


Peace News reporter 


A MILITARY ELITE IN THE UNITED STATES IS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR 


RESISTING AN AGREEMENT ON DISARMAMENT. THIS IS THE ALLEGATION 
MADE THIS WEEK IN A REPORT BY THE CENTRE FOR A STUDY OF DEMOCRATIC 


INSTITUTIONS. 


The report—published on Monday—also alleges that the military establish- $40,000,000,000 defence budget is “ invested 
ment of the USA, supported by powerful scientists working with the Defence 
Department and the Atomic Energy Commission, might one day subvert and 
destroy the civilian foundations of the American Government. 


The Centre for a Study of Democratic 


reputable source. The writers of the report, 


Institutions was established by the Fund entitled The Community of Fear, are Pro- 
for the Republic, and is thus more than a_ fessor Harrison Brown, of the California 


The United Nations is |5 


the governments of all UN Member States 
to “take all steps in their power to combat 
every form of racial discrimination, anti- 
Semitism, violence and hatred which may 
occur within their territories.” 


Next week the United Nations Organisa- 
tion is IS years old. To those who see only 
the political tirades at UN headquarters it 
may be no time for celebration. But behind 
the scenes UN's specialised agencies— 
through education, economic development. 
basic construction, famine relief and 
medical services—are helping to build a 
new world for the little boys of Warsaw 
and their fellows. Photo : UNESCO Courier 


Institute of Technology, and Mr. James 
Real, one of the consultants at the Centre. 


The report declares that as the Russian 
military position becomes more clearly 
dominant in the next decade, and as in- 
creasing psychological pressure is brought 
to bear on Western positions everywhere, 
the likelihood of “ desperate, erratic, un- 
authorised action by the United States and 
Allied forces is much greater than the 
chances of similar breaches of discipline by 
the Soviet. 


“ 


. . . If things continue the way they 
are going, the possibility of a coup by the 
United States military is real. The general 
assumption that the American soldier is 
automatically responsive to his civilian 
master might be rudely shaken were there 
a serious and clearly visible retreat on the 
world front by the American policy makers. 
The same might be true in the event of a 
disarmament agreement which the military 
does not consider foolproof.” 


Domestic Forces 


The report says there are ‘‘ domestic 
forces, largely unspoken, that commit us 
more absolutely each day to the path away 
from effective arms contro], not to speak 
of actual disarmament.” It complains that 
responsibility for research and development 
of nuclear test detection is in the hands of 
the Air Force and the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, two groups which it identifies as 
being “most opposed to test cessation.” 


The Air Force and the AEC, it continues, 
are reinforced in this opposition by tens of 
thousands of scientists and technicians who 
have “devoted all their professional lives 
to the invention and construction of 
weapons.” 


A showdown 


Although most of these men are “not 
generally openly political, they are in every 
sense the paramilitary-civilian soldiers.” If 
a showdown between the military and the 
civilian sectors should develop “this group 
could be relied upon to staunchly back the 
handlers of the weapons they have so 
devotedly evolved.” 


The military teaders are, “ quite natur- 
ally,” not enthusiastic for disarmament or 
for any steps that might curtail the freedom 
of action of the Armed Services. 


A small] but not negligible fraction of the 


judiciously each year in a well-conceived 
programme of public and Congressional re- 
lations. As a result, the military lobby is 
now the strongest lobby in Washington.” 


The report asserts that if the State De- 
partment were to negotiate successfully an 
arms control agreement with the Soviet 
Union, and if the Armed Services remained 
united in their opposition to the agreement, 
the disarmament plan would almost cer- 
tainly be defeated by the Senate. 


Military elite 


“There is little doubt that the Armed 
Services exert more control over Congress 
than that body exerts over the Defence 
Department. Indeed, the military élite is 
clearly in a position to assume actual poli- 
tical command over the United States strik- 
ing forces if there are serious signs of 
weakness in the United States’ foreign 
telations.” 


Once the expected emergency shelter 
programme is under way, say the authors, 
it will constitute a significant “ retreat from 
the ideas of the obsolescence of war.” The 
teport notes that the Soviet Union has con- 
ducted a Civil Defence programme of sub- 
stantial magnitude in the last few years. 


Once people become convinced that they 
can survive nuclear hazards, a broad and 
significant new habit pattern will have been 
introduced and accepted, one “ grotesquely 
different from any we have known for 
thousands of years—that of adjusting our- 
selves to the idea of living in holes.” 


Big victory for 


direct action 
W OOLWORTH'S and three other 


US chain store organisations an- 
nounced on Monday that Whites 
and Negroes could sit together at 
their lunch counters in 112 Southern 
cities. 

The four chains have been picketed this 
year by supporters of the Congress of 
Racial Equality because of their segre- 
gated lunch-counter facilities, Direct 
action “sit-in” demonstrations by Negro 
and multi-racial groups have demanded 
service for all irrespective ef colour, 


In a joint announcement the four organ- 
isations said they were “conscious of a 
great social change occurring in the 
United States.” 
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PEACE NEWS 


The International Pacifist Weekly 
Editorial and Publishing Office: 

5 Caledonian Road, London N.1. 
Tel. TERminus 8248 
Cables : HOWPA, London. 
Distribution office for North America: 
20 S. Twelfth Street, Phitadelphia, Pa. 


Registered as a newspaper. Entered as second 
class matter, Post Office, Philadelphia, Pa. 


STANDARD RATES 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 
Three months 8s.; six months 16s.; one year 30s. 
AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three montha 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d. 
India, South, East and West Africa 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months, 9s. 9d.; six, 19s. 6d.; year, 38s. 
Australia and Far East 
Three months, 10s. 10d.; six, 21s. 8d.; year, 42s. 
Air Express Edition 


to US and all parts of America, from our US 

Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 

mittee, 160 North Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
$5 year, $1 three months’ trial. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. Is, extra). Please don't send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.3. 
Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 

MEETINGS 

CENTRAL AFRICA SPEAKS TO BRITAIN ! 
Hear the African official Representatives! Cam- 
patgn four Oet. 3l-Nov. 14. Monday, Oct. 31, 
7.30 p.m.—St. Pancras Town Hall, Joshua Nkomo 
—Southern Rhodesi Mainza  Chona—Norihern 
Rhodesia; A. Mkandawire—Nyasaland, These 
speakers have been officially nominated by their 
African Parties to speak on their behalf. Supported 
by John Stonchouse, MP. Chairman: Fenner 
Brockway, MP. Tickets: 2s. 6d, reserved from 
MCF, Is. 6d. at door For details of provincial 
meetings sce local press. Nov. 1—Reading (Smail 
Town Hall); Nov. 2—Bristol (Central Hal); Nov, 3 
—Mountain Ash (Nixon Ballroom); Nov. 4—Liver- 
pool (Central Hall); Nov. 5—Glasgow (ona Comm. 
Ho.); Nov. 6—- Averdeen (Music Hall's Ballroom); 
Noy. 7— Edinburgh (Enworth Halls); Nov. 8—New- 
castie-on-Tyne (YiMMCA); Nov. 9—Manchester (Co-op 
Hall); Nov. 10—Leeds (Peoples Hall); Shipley 
(Northclifie Secondary Modern); Nov. 11—Birming- 
ham (Midland Institute); Nov. 12—Norwich (Si. 
Crispin Hail); Nov. 13—Cambridge (Union); Nov. 14 
—_Oxford (Union), Organised by the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, 374 Gray‘s Inn Rd., London, 

-C.1. 

WMLETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10—40, very reasonable charges. re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 

*VHE WORK OF DANILO WOLCI.” Talk by 
Robin Dixon & Film ** Murder by Neglect,”” Tues., 
Oct. 25, 7.15 p.m. Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq., 
London, W.C.1. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

RECULVER LODGE (PN), Beltinge, Herne Bay, 
Kent. Late holidays, week-ends. Ideal for small 
conferences. Christmas bookings being taken. 
Always open. B.H.R.A. Licensed. 

PERSONAL 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informa! 
hospitality of the Marriage Club. Both London and 
country members invited. Mrs. Prue White, 14, 
Parliament Hill, London, N.W.3. ‘ 

ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. Motor insurance 
company insuring sbstainers only, offers amazingly 
low rates. Up to 50 per cent N.C.B. Details from 
Temperance Brokers, MORRIS HUNTER (PN), 33, 
Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 

DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, typing 
(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to. vaccination to enter other countries without 
Vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 20/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. . 

WORLD FRIENDSHIP BUREAU : Postal intro- 
ductions. Gentlemen 50 years upwards particularly 
invited to join. Open to all. 7 Llanthcwey Rd., 
Newport, Mon. : ‘ 

YOUNG MAN, studying in spare time, requires 
room with part boatd in Central London. Quiet- 
ness essential. Box No. 862. 

LITERATURE 

BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the *' Socialist Leader.”’ Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. reepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from 48 Dundas 
St.. Glasgow, C.1., and 6 Endsleigh St., London, 


W.C.1, 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature  re- 
specting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Socicty of FPsiends, free on application te Friends 
Rome Service Cttce., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
Londes, N.W.1. 

BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

TEETOTAL MOTOR INSURANCE.—'Phone_ or 
write for quotation, Pay and Co., 45 Bulwer Rd., 
Leytonstons 8081. All insurance business transacted. 

FOR SALE 

ENDSLEIGH CHRISTMAS CARDS: PPU & 
WMA members and sympathisers please note that 
these can be ordered from Arthur Taylor, 44 King 
Charles Rd., Birmingham 32. 

EXTENSION LADDERS for sale—side varnish, 
all ruags wired Established 1892. Price list on 
application. —Roberts, 12 Clare Road, Cardiff. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently needed at 
Peace News office for Christmas card fund-raising 
wark. Hours—Tues. end Thurs. 9.30-6 p.m. | Mon., 
Wed., and Fri. 9.30-9 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1 (TERminus 8248.) 

DINING-ROOM & Kitchen assistant required: for 
Vegetarian Restaurant, 12 Earls Court Rd... W.8. 
Hours 9—2.45. Good wages & conditions. Train- 
ing if required. Write only. 

SITUATIONS WANTED 

YOUNG MAN, 21,, Direct Actionist, secks em- 
ployment after stay at HM Prison. GCE ““A™ 
level, typing, driving licence! anywhere, anything. 
Legal considered, but biassed toward charitable, 
soctalist work. Colin Smart. Box No. 861. 


Talk straight to S. Rhodesia’s 


White dictators 


CENTRAL AFRICA now becomes 

the scene of crisis and decision. 
The Monckton report has been pub- 
lished. The Federal Review Confer- 
ence will meet in December. 

Meanwhile, constitutional talks are to 
take place in Northern Rhodesia, which it 
is hoped will lead to an African majority 
in the Legislature as already promised for 
Nyasaland. 

The serious position immediately is in 
Southern Rhodesia. Since the last week in 
July, 96 Africans have been shot dead. I 
have had reports from two witnesses, a 
European and an African, of the clashes 
with the police, and I have no hesitation in 
stating that the deaths need not have 
occurred. 


The reaction of the Prime Minister to the 
disturbances has been to announce. still 
more repressive legislation. I heard the 
details broadcast as I was motoring back 
from an Oxford Union debate with the 
Marquis of Salisbury on a motion that 
Africans are not ready for self-government. 
(The motion, I'm glad to record, was re- 
jected by a majority of 48.) The new penal 
provisions are to include a sentence of five 
years’ imprisonment for throwing a stone 
at a Car. 


“Good God!” exclaimed a_ barrister 
who was driving with me. “Is Southern 
Rhodesia an automobile dictatorship ? ° 

The fact is that there have been demon- 
strations against Europeans because some 
of them have driven ruthlessly through 
African locations and villages; the last 
police clash arose because an African had 
been knocked down. It would seem that 
the required amendment of the law should 
be severer penalties against drivers devoid 
of human consideration. 

This is only an incidental reflection of 
the mounting racial feeling in Southern 
Rhodesia, It is important because it is a 
symbol. But much more than reckless 
driving is involved. 


ASKING FOR TROUBLE 


The disturbances began when the Gov- 
ernment arrested moderate and respected 
African leaders. European spokesmen 
alleged that these leaders were ambitious 
politicians with little African support. They 
were stunned to find that tens of thousands 
of Africans demonstrated in protest. 

Realisation dawned that there was mas- 
sive support behind the demand for demo- 
cratic representation in the Legislature. 

At present there is not a single African 
member, although the African population 
is 2,400,000 compared with 200,000 Euro- 
peans. Sir Edgar Whitehead, the Prime 
Minister, has now stated that the Legisla- 
ture will be increased to 50 and that the 
Africans will have five members. He has 
told the Africans that they may expect 
majority representation in 15 years’ time. 

The European leaders in Southern 
Rhodesia are asking for trouble when they 
speak like this. They evidently realise this, 
because they have called up the territorials 
for military service. They are provoking 
an explosion. 

When the first shootings occurred in July 
the African leaders were joined by Mr. 
Garfield Todd, European ex-Prime Min- 
ister, in asking the British Government to 
suspend the Constitution. This demand was 
put in the background for a time because 
it was hoped that there might be a consti- 
tutional conference leading to real demo- 
cratisation with African majority represent- 
ation. Instead, the Southern Rhodesian 
Government has announced this insulting 
concession of one African member in ten 
and destroyed African hopes of majority 
tepresentation for a decade and a half. 

In these circumstances the British Gov- 
ernment must act. It should say to the 
European dictators of Southern Rhodesia 
that if they do not accept the legitimate 
African claims for a substantial instalment 
of democracy, they must face the alterna- 
tive of a suspension of the Constitution and 
their powers. 

The British Government took this drastic 
step in British Guiana and Malta in circum- 
stances which did not bear a fraction of 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


the threat to disorder which now exists in 
Southern Rhodesia. 

The wider issue of the future of the 
whole of Central Africa and the recom- 
mendations of the Monckton Commission 
are involved in this immediate crisis in 
Southern Rhodesia. 

The Commission has called for a demo- 
cratisation of Northern Rhodesia parallel 
to the new Constitution planned for 
Nyasaland. It did not have authority to 
make a similar recommendation for South- 
em Rhodesia because this territory is not 
a Protectorate; but obviously if two of the 
three territories in the Federation are to 
have African majorities, Southern Rhodesia 
cannot be left with only five African mem- 
bers in fifty. Certainly the African popu- 
lation cannot be expected to accept this 
humiliation with quiet acquiescence. 

In the background there is the vital issue 
of the right of Nyasaland and Northern 
Rhodesia to secede from a_ Federation 
dominated by this reactionary Southern 
Rhodesia with its poisonous practice of the 
colour bar and racial discrimination and 
segregation. 

It would appear that there is no meeting 
ground between Sir Roy Welensky and 
African Nationalism in Nyasaland and 
Northern Rhodesia. The final issue, 
however, is not likely to be clear cut be- 
tween Europeans and Africans. It is very 
significant that even European newspapers 
in the Rhodesias recognise that the Federa- 
tion cannot be maintained by force. And 
European opinion in Southern Rhodesia is 


beginning to turn against Federation be- 
cause it feels the African majorities which 
will soon operate in the two northern 
territories, 


TRUE CO-OPERATION 


The present Central African Federation 
will break, whatever Sir Roy Welensky 
may say. Some pessimists think this will 
mean the end of inter-racialism in Central 
Africa, Not so. 

The African leaders in Nyasaland and 
Northern Rhodesia will welcome the con- 
tinued presence of Europeans. They will 
ée prepared to include in the constitutions 
of their independent nations a Declaration 
of Human Rights, giving personal and 
minority safeguards. For the first time 
these States will become truly inter-racial 
because there will be racial equality with- 
out privilege. 

And once full self-government and self- 
determination have been accepted we shall 
see new voluntary federations developing. 
We shall see the new independent States of 
Northern Rhodesia, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, 
Kenya and Uganda coming together. The 
wider federation may even include Southern 
Rhodesia when it becomes democratic with 
racial equality. 

The destruction of the European domina- 
tion of Centrai Africa does not mean the 
end of racial and territorial co-operation. 
It will give the opportunity for a true and 
wider co-operation. 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
to author. 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secrelary's address). 


Friday, October 21 


MAIDSTONE: 8 p.m. McLanics Hall, Corn Ex- 
change. Brains Trust, “‘ Plan for Peace.”"" Eileen 
Fletcher, Jack Lee, JP: Kenneth Graham, Stuart 
Morris, MA. Question Master: Otto L. Shaw, JP. 
Labour Party & PPU. 


Saturday, October 22 


ASHFORD, Kent, 3.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Albert Rd. S.k. Area Mtg. Stuart Morris. MA. 
‘* Current Affairs.’' Bring-and-Buy Stall, Tea. PPU. 

SOUTHAMPTON : 1.45 p.m. Royal Pier. South- 
ampton to Eastleigh march. Bring banners. De- 
tails: Ted Berrow, Windmill Hill, Alton, Hants. 
Alton 2121. CND. 

WALTHAMSTOW ;: 3.30 p.m. Wm. Morris Hall, 
Somers Rd. District Advisory Committee for Ob- 
jectors & Conscripts’ Aggregate Meeting & Re- 
Union. Allen Skinner (PN). Chairman: Ted Red- 
head. 

Sunday, October 23 


LONDON, N.1. 3.30 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
King’s Cross. Jeffrey Bond. ‘‘ Doom and Delight." 
Universal] Religion-Pacifist Fellowship. 

Monday, October 24 

SOUTHEND: 8 p.m. 39 Parkside, Leigh-on-Sea. 
Youth Group Movement CND to plan winter pro- 
gramme. All young people welcome. CND. 

Wednesday, October 26 


CAMBRIDGE: 8.30 p.m. Mill Lane. Public 
Mtg. Dr. Martin Niemoeller speaks on ‘‘ Chris- 


tianity and Atheism.'' FoR. 
FARNHAM, Hants.: 8 p.m. Owen Hall, Union 
Rd, ‘‘ Economic Consequences of Nuclear Disarm- 


ament,"' Ernie Roberts. CND. 

SOUTHEND: 8 p.m. St. John's Ambulance Hall, 
Queens Rd., Southend-on-Sea. “Labour & The 
Bomb.”’ Llew & Gladys Griffith. Report on 
Labour Party Conference & Discussion. 


Thursday, October 27 


LONDON, W.8: 8 p.m. 18 Campden Grove. 
Non-violent Defence Study Group. Chairman : 
a ‘“Non-Violence: its Philosophy & 
Methods."' April Carter. Admission Is. (Pro- 
gramme of Study for local groups obtainable from 
ae Regional CND. 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1. 

LONDON, N.W.3. 8 p.m. 47 Netherhall Gdns. 
(Flat 7), “' How Industry Can Run on a Shared 
Basis."" Harold Farmer, PPU. 


{ Saturday, October 29 
ALTON, Hants.: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Church St. Jumble Sale. CND. 
LEICESTER : 7.45 p.m. 39 Dorchester Av. PPU. 
Thursday, November 3 
LONDON, W.8: 8 p.m. 18 Campden Grove. “A 
Non-violent Campaign—Norway in World War 1.” 
Tony Weaver. Chairman; Hugh Brock. Adm. Is. 
Non-Violent Defence Study Group. 


Friday, November 4 
LONDON, S.W.1: 7 p.m. Denison Ho., Vauxhall 
Bridge Rd. Foulness prisoners will speak, also 
Ethel Mannin and others, Admission Is. Fou!ness 
Prisoners Committee. 


Saturday, Nov. 5, to Sunday, Nov. 6 
STOCKPORT: 2 p.m. Sat. to 4.30 p.m. Sun. 
CND Weekend School. Lyme Hall, Nr. Disley. 
Theme: ‘ Britain Without the Bomb."’ | Dr. Jolin 
Rex & Mr. S. R. Broadbridge Conference fee 
2s. 6d. per day. Full weel-eud £1 15s. Petails : 

CND, 14 Tib Lane, Cross St., Manchester 2s 


Tuesday, November 8 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.15 p.m. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq. J. Allen Skinner, ‘‘ Unilateralism."" Open 
discussion. South Place Ethical Society. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: 7.30 p.m. Room 4, 
YMCA, Blackett St., Joshua Nkomo. Tyneside 
Africa Council 
Thursday, November 10 
LONDON, W.8: 8 p.m. 18 Campden Grove. 
‘“‘ Resistance to Totalitarianism—A_.German Case 
History. Dr. James Henderson. Chairman: Hugh 
Brock. Adm. is. Non-Violent Defence Study 
Group. 
Saturday, November 12 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: 7.30 p.m. Connaught 
Hall, Blackett St. Konni Zilliacus, MP. Adm. Is. 
CND. 
Saturday, November 12—Sunday, November 13 
CRICH, Derbyshire: ‘The Briars,’’ near Mat- 
lock. Autumn Conference: ‘‘ Non-Violence—the 
Modern Revolution.”’ Guest Speaker Hilda von 
Klenze. Details from Miss E. Cullingworth, 81 
Clarendon Park Road, Leicester. 
Sunday, November 13 
LONDON, W.C.1: 11 a.m. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq. _H. J. Blackham, BA. ‘' Positive Incen- 
tives for Peace.’ South Place Ethical Society, 
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Every weel:! 


SATURDAYS 

LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd.. off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 
needed, Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, o¢ 

Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq., N.W.1. Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity, IVS. 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11; 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. 
Rd. (near Green Man), E.10 and E.11 Groug reat 


a 
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By Sybil Merrisen——, 


THE RIGHT 
MEANS 


If there is to be war, that unsinkable 
British aircrafi carrier will discontinue its 
existence on the first day—Mr. Khrush- 
chev. New York, Oct. 13, 1960. 


ANXIOUS YOUNG PACIFIST: Did you 
see what Khrushchev said about wiping 
out Britain the first day of a war ? 


ME: Yes, Words ! 
AYP: You think he doesn’t mean it? 


ME: No, he doesn’t mean it. Not at the 
moment. He believes in threats. If there 
is a nuclear war the whole world will be 
engaged; knocking out Britain would be 
the beginning, not the end, and everyone 
knows, including Mr. K., that the end 
would be total destruction. 

AYP: You mean he wouldn't risk it ? 

ME: I mean just that. If it had not been 
for nuclear weapons there would have 
been a war by now; naturally anyone 
would be afraid to start a nuclear war. 

AYP: But that is the argument used for 
keeping nuclear weapons! 

ME: It may be an argument; the difference 
so far as I am concerned is that I am not 
arguing; I am stating a fact, and I draw a 
different conclusion from those who argue 
that it is a reason for keeping nuclear 
weapons. 

AYP: You mean you think that nuclear 
weapons have prevented a war? 

ME: Certainly I do. There would have 
been an ultimatum and mobilisation after 
the breakdown of the summit at any other 
period in history. Don't you think so ? 

AYP: I suppose so. 

ME: Well, don't be so frightened of ad- 
mitting it; just because you are a pacifist 
is the very teason why you should not 
balk at the facts and try to cover them 
up, or twist them to sult. 

AYP: But to admit that nuclear weapons 
have prevented a war, which is just what 
pacifists want to do, is to accept them as a 
necessary evil. 


ME: But that is not so at all; on the con- 
trary, pacifists have always believed that 
good ends can only be achieved by good 
means. Even if war is deterred at the 
moment, the means are totally immoral, 
and so are repudiated by pacifists, In any 
case, fear is an impermanent, unstable and 
unreliable basis for any policy. 


AYP: But it is because people are afraid 
that many are joining the campaign to 
abolish nuclear weapons in this country; 
they think we shall be safer without them. 


ME: Yes. 1 know. Some think Britain 
will be safer with the weapons; some that 
it will be safer without. This has nothing 
to do with pacifism because safety is not 
the point; the point is what are the right 
means towards the end in which pacifists 
believe. 


AYP: Well, getting rid of some of the 
weapons, especially these mass destruction 
ones, would surely be a step in the right 
direction 2. Or are you, a pacifist, really 
saying that you think it better to keep 
them because they are preventing the 
nations going to war? 

ME: No. I'm not saying that. [ do not 
think it better to keep them, even though 
they are, at the moment, preventing a war, 
but neither do I think that getting rid of 
them will prevent a war. Nor do I think 
that getting rid of them is likely to be a 
step towards abolishing war. 

AYP: Still one must do something. 

ME: Of course, but the something has to 
be the right thing, and since nuclear 
weapoons are now a political issue in a 
way no particular weapon has ever been 
before, it is easy to believe that it is the 
weapon that is important. 
AYP: Well, it is, isn't it ? 
we'll all be destroved. 

ME: Yes, that is important. But the 
weapon itself is only important in so far 
as it has forced people, who would not 
object to war as such. to demand the 
weapon be abandoned: the truth is that if 
it were abandoned tomorrow it could be 
manufactured again, and certainly would 
be if there were a war. 

AYP: But it would be a step towards the 
abolition of war. wouldn't it ? 

ME: I can’t answer that: it seems to me to 
be a matter of pure conjecture whether it 
would be or not. War made these 
weapons; it is not these weapons that 
make war; the only sure way (and this is 
not a matter of conjecture, but an obvious 
fact) to get rid of the weapons is to get 
rid of war. In my view, the respite. such 
as it is, should be used towards that end. 


Tf it is used 


Anti-H-bomb marchers on their way to Maidstone after confronting 
RAF and USAF personnel at West Malling Airfield where a deputation 


was received. 


(See report, back page) 


and tomorrow 


REPUBLICAN ATTITUDE 


BASIL DELAINE from Johannesburg. 
TELL here it is—a republic. Fewer 
than two million Whites voted 
and decided the fate of 1I4 million 
people—nearly 12 million of them 
voteless. 


The most dismaying aspect of all is that 
the struggle of the anti-republican Whites 
of Natal, who are calling for secession, is 
against Afrikanerdom as a threat to the 
English-speaking community. It is the 
political power of Verwoerd and the 
Nationalists that Natalians resent—not the 
racial injustices perpetrated by them. 


There are exceptions in Natal. There 
are good sincere Whites who loathe apar- 
theid, but so there are in every province of 
this sun-splashed mad house. 


Most disturbing aspect of the referendum 
result is that people (that is Whites : Afri- 
cans, Coloureds and Indians are not 
officially treated as people in South Africa) 
have given Verwoerd, whose newspaper 
during the war was described as “a tool 
of the Nazis” and whose callous laws have 
brought untold misery and tragedy to the 
lives of millions of non-Whites, not only 
the go-ahead for a republic but also for his 
pernicious and nationally dangerous racial 
policies. 

In his maiden speech on the republic 
Verwoerd was predictable—he threatened 
the press. 


Eliminating evils 


In 1941, F, C. Erasmus summed up the 
republican attitude to free speech by say- 
ing : ‘Press and radio will have to keep 
in step with the interests of the republic or 
keep quiet.” 


English-speaking and Jewish sections of 
the public also have something to watch 
out for if the following comments mean 
anything : 

Said Dr. Verwoerd in 1942—‘‘ A Nation- 
alist. republic would eliminate evils of 
British-Jewish capitalist democracy.” 


Said Eric Louw in 1944—‘ As long as 
we remain within the British Common- 
wealth either as a dominion or sham re- 
public we shali continually be hindered by 
British liberalism in our attempts to solve 
the colour problem and the Jewish ques- 
tion.” 


So much for the future of English South 
Africans, the Jews and the country’s 12 
million non-Whites under Verwoerd’s pre- 
cious republic. 


Is the Pledge relevant? 


Mlow relevant today is the Peace Pledge 
Union’s pledge to renounce war? Should 
its wording be altered or its implication 
be reformulated ? These questions will 
be discussed at a PPU Officers’ Confer- 
ence at Campbell Hall, London. on 
January 7-8) 1961, 


*PLAIN WORDS’ 


We regret that an omission from Svbil 
Morrison’s article made nonsense of an 
important point. The end of the third 
paragraph should have read: “. . . it is 
a word that is used both by the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament and the Left 
wing of the Labour Party to mean nuclear 
disarmament, not total disarmament.” 


TOWNSHIP LIFE 


From ALAN DANIELS 
a JF ever youre in prison, | do re- 
commend Jane Austen!” Miss 
Hannah Stanton told an audience in 
Petersfield last week. 

Miss Stanton, who had been living among 
Africans for three years as warden of the 
Tumalong Mission near Pretoria before she 
was imprisoned and finally deported from 
South Africa, was addressing a mecting in 
the Town Hall under the chairmanship of 
the Vicar of Petersfield. 

She conveyed vividly the situation by 
describing several scenes and incidents—an 
Easter holiday in the African township with 
the coloured folk going about their ordi- 
nary activities to a background of two or 
three tanks waiting outside the area to 
break up any political meeting; a dawn 
raid following a meeting of African women 
broken up violently by the police, and a 
frustrated and insulted graduate headmaster 
vowing “J will train my children in bitter- 
ness!”; a crowd of 20,000 African women 
standing in silence for half an hour outside 
Government buildings after a petition had 
been sent in by them, and then singing 
“God save Africa” and quietly dispersing. 

While there is no lack of “ charitable” 
work by the White sections for the Afri- 
cans, there seems a fundamental barrier to 
regarding them as equal persons, either 
from lack of imagination or from fear, 
Miss Stanton said, and she concluded by 
hoping that Africans will not be moved 
from the dignity of their disciplined non- 
violence, for she believed that this encour- 
aged the respect of liberal elements in the 
White population of South Africa, and 
strengthened favourable world opinion to- 
wards a solution of the friction between the 
white and coloured populations. 

Miss Stanton’s smiling and unembittered 
personality came through her talk so 
clearly that the audience were left in no 
doubt that here was truly a most valuable 
servant in the Church’s work of recon- 
ciliation, 


Student resistance 


Students at the University of Cape Town 
have demonstrated their support of the 
students at Fort Hare where armed police 
were recently deployed on the campus in 
order to subjugate students and force 
them to sign a declaration of their will- 
ingness to be bound by college regula- 
tions. On Sept. 15 students staged a sit- 
down strike on the steps of the Jameson 
Hall. Security Branch police who attemp- 
ted to jot down the anti-apartheid slogans 
of posters were asked to leave by the Uni- 
versity traffic policeman, reports Contact. 


Aldermaston March film 
to run in New York 


s MARCH to Aldermaston,” the docu- 
mentary film of the first Aldermaston 
March, opens in a New York cinema on 
Monday, October 24. 
It will be shown at the Bleecker Street 
Cinema, 144 Bleecker St New York 12. 
(Tel. ORegon 4-3210.) 


On Radio 


George Orwell, author of “ Animal Farm ” 
and “ Nineteen-Eightyfour,” is the sub- 
ject of a radio portrait compiled by 
Rayner Heppenstall on the Third Pro- 
gramme on Wednesday, November 2. 
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QUITE REASONABLE 


WHEN Tom _  Driberg 

asked Nehru, at the 
opening session of UN, if 
he was “reasonably opti- 
mistic,” Nehru replied, 
“No, | am_ unreasonably 
optimistic.” 

That is precisely my 
state of mind whenever 
Autumn mirrors her pen- 
sive beauty in the woodland pool and starts 
blowing the rain in under the scullery door, 
and I consider the possibility of reaching 
our target before the New Year. 

I'm not saying anything against Reason. 
I'm all for it. Whoever said “ Reason is 
the rightful empress of the soul” knew 
something, and I’ve never disputed her right 
to give me orders. Take Fancy for your 
Companion, I tell my grandchildren, but 
follow Reason as your Guide, 


Yet there are occasions when I'm _ pre- 
pared to unhitch my hearing aid and ignore 
Reason’s promptings, and this is one of 
them. Optimism is never reasonable. If it 
were it wouldn't be optimism but rational 
anticipation. It's nearly as unreasonable as 
pessimism, but it produccs pleasanter people 
and is more likely to get results. 


I've always envied the temperament of 
the man who, having fallen out of a tenth 
floor window, shouted as he passed the fifth 
floor, * All right so far!” 


it is unreasonable to expect to run 2 
newspaper for ever on voluntary contribu- 
tions, As well might governments expect to 
run their countries on voluntary taxation. 
They’d never be able to afford any bombs 
and all their conferences would look like 
nudist camps, 


It is unreasonable to expect our readers” 
generosity to expand automatically with the 
rising costs of production, But I do expect 
it all the same. 

That’s my unreasonable optimism, based 
solely on the flimsy assumption that be 
cause it’s happened before it will happen 
again. 

But wait—I’ve just discovered that my 
expectation is also based on long experi- 
ence of my readers’ enthusiasm for the 
cause, And that’s not unreasonable opti- 
mism, it’s rational anticipation, 

So I’m a reasonable man after all. How 
nice, 

B. J. BOOTHROYD. 

Contributions since October 7 : £38 Os. 1d. 

Total since Feb. f, 1960: £1,175 18s, 2d. 

Still needed : £1,324. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. 


Church trial for 
U.S. tax refuser 


WP\HE Rev. Maurice McCrackin, pacifist 

minister of Cincinatti, USA, who was 
jailed for six months in 1958 for refusing 
war taxes, appeared before a Judicial Com- 
mission of the Presbyterian Church on 
September 15, 


He pleaded not guilty to charges of “ re- 
sisting the ordinances of God,” “ publishing 
erroneous opinions,” and “ violating the 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church.” 


The trial, held in secret, was presided 
over by seven men who have power to 
end the Rev. MacCrackin’s ministry’ in the 
Church. After a three-hour session the 
trial was deferred till November 3. 

On September 7 the Christian Century, 
an independent US -journal, ran an article 
on the case. It commented editorially 

“The question before the Presbytery is 
not whether Mr. McCrackin is guilty or 
innocent of civil disobedience . . . (but) 

. whether there is room in the Pres- 
byterian ministry for a man who places 
the law of God above the law of the 
state and who is willing to pay the 
penalty for doing so with graciousness, 
modesty and compassion.” 


The Rev. Richard Moore, chief counsel 
to Rev. McCrackin, from Green Hills, 
Ohio, is conducting a study into the history 
and traditions of civil disobedience in the 
Christian Church. 


4—PEACE NEWS, October 21, 1960 


Where peace 
education 
begins 


AN EDITORIAL 


HE first essential in any problem 

is to make the issues clear. In 
British politics it has been widely 
accepted that this process of clarifying 
and debating starts in the House of 
Commons. 


On the supreme issues of peace and war, 
however, it has to be faced that the House 
of Commons has been a disastrous failure 
these last 15 years. Military considerations 
have overtaken all others, so that “ the 
national interest’ and “ military security ~ 
have made it impossible to obtain many of 
the simplest details of the situation. 

Far worse than this secrecy, however, has 
been the deliberate collusion on “ defence ~ 
by the major parties, thereby preventing 
any serious challenge to the military system. 
system. 

A minority of back-bench Labour MPs 
have certainly had radical objections to this 
development of bi-partisanship. When it 
came to the major “ debates,” however, one 
or two of them would be permitted to 
speak, after which (whatever Government 
was in power) their contributions were 
promptly set aside and the House returned 
to the jargon of military technicalities. 

The minority were rendered ineffective 
because they were disciplined into abject 
conformity by their Party leaders. Year 
after year they made their speeches and 
were then bullied through the division 
lobbies—or pleaded conscience and ab- 
stained. For years we saw no indication 
that verbal dissent would be carried to its 
proper conclusion and the “rebels” vote 
for their own policies. 

It was largely because of this failure in 
the House of Commons that the Aldermas- 
ton marches became necessary to emphasise 
the division in the country. 

A_ new situation now exists: the rebels 
have become the natural spokesmen for the 
policy laid down by their Party’s annual 
conference. They now have far greater en- 
couragement to vote for their alternative 
policy. With such a true division in the 
House it could return to its role as the 
arena for serious national debate. 

A fortnight ago Peace News wrote to 16 
well-known unilateralist Labour MPs asking 
them ‘“ what moves you would like to see 
taken in the Parliamentary Party and in the 
House, or what action you yourself con- 
template taking, now that our views have 
been endorsed by the Party Conference.” 

Tt is significant that. to date, only one 
MP of those replying has answered these 
specific questions. Konni Zilliacus—to his 
great credit—has told us that he will do 
what he was elected to do: to vote for his 
unilateralist policy. We very much hope 
that the others will follow his leadership. 
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NEW POLITICS 


HIS week marks the end of the page 

‘ four Commentary. Next week a new 
feature takes its place. “New Politics ” 
will be a weekly column surveying the 
really important developments in world 
affairs—whether in race relations, personal 
freedoms or resistance to militarism, 

I¢ will be a flat rejection of the sterile 
politics of the old order, epitomised by the 
stale platitudes of the hydrogen bomb, TV 
politicians, apathy amid crisis and affluence 
amid hunger. “ New Politics” will be con- 
cerned with the crucial (and exciting) 
changes taking place now—the rejection of 
manipulation and authoritarianism and the 
assertion of non-violence and human 
values. 

The column will be written by 26-year- 
old Christopher Farley, Assistant Editor of 
Peace News. He will bring to it a sense of 


enthusiasm, profound mistrust, and—-yes— 
confusion typical of his generation, He will 
also be looking back—more in anger than 
in sorrow—at the politics we wish to see 
abandoned. Z j 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR A 
POSITIVE POLICY 


T must be hoped that the Labour 
Party will finally setle down to 
working out the new rolicy pros- 
pects opened out to it by the Scar- 
borough decision. if it does so, it 
will find that it has now become 
capable of inspiring initiatives that 
have hitherto been denied to it. 


Its capacity for positive initiative in inter- 
national affairs has up to now been para- 
lysed by its commitment to an engage- 
ment in the armaments race dictated by 
the power struggle. Consequently, in all 
important matters its policy has been 
subordinated to the requirements of US 
policy. 


The implementation of the new policy will 


give it a new independence in action in 
international affairs, and if it can prove 
its capacity for imaginative action it can 
give a new lead in the world which may 
for the first time offer a chance of re- 
ducing tensions and of creating a new 
mood of hope, in which a prospect of a 


new move towards disarmament may at 


last become possible. 


Many of the possibilities that will now pre- 
sent themselves to the Party in the form- 


ulation of promising action cannot now 


be foreseen because they will incidentally 
arise out of future clashes and future 
efforts to reduce dangerous tensions. 
They will inevitably appear, however, 
and a Government founded on present 
Labour Party policy will have open to it 
a freedom of positive action that was not 
before possible to it. 


As one instance I may mention the possi- 
bility that would have presented itself 
during the tension between Russia and 
the West in mid-1958 over Lebanon. In 
the midst of the threats and counter- 
threats that marked that period the Rus- 
sian Government put forward proposals 
that included an offer to co-operate with 
the Western powers in helping the indus- 
trial development of the peoples of the 
Middle East. 


Russian suggestion 


This proposal was linked with a number of 
military stipulations that the Western 
Powers were not willing to contemplate. 
Consequently this chance of co-operation 
in bringing help where it was most 
needed in an area of appalling poverty 
had to be neglected. 


A Labour Government committed to the 
policy endorsed at Scarborough would 
no longer have to neglect such an oppor- 
tunity and could respond in a way to 
bring hope to the  under-nourished 
peoples rather than sacrifice them to the 
struggle for power. 


Although many of the opportunities that 
will open out to a Party following the 


Bombs on the cheap 


NATEST German scientists have discovered 

"" a way to produce super-enriched 
uranium—from which nuclear weapons are 
made—at a fraction of the cost of present 
methods. 


This was revealed on October Il. The 
process spread to Holland the next day. 


A semi-compulsory CD 


EORGANISATION of Britain’s Civil 

Defence was suggested last week by 
the Chairman of thé Society of Industrial 
Civil Defence Officers. 

Mr. A. G. H. Brend, speaking at the 
society's annual conference on October 12, 
suggested that reorganisation could be on a 
semi-compulsory basis and on the Terri- 


When the British Labour Party’s 
annual conference voted a fort- 
night ago for unilateral! nuclear 
disarmament, it opened up the 
possibility of a radically different 
policy. J. Allen Skinner, Associate 
Editor of Peace News, give a few 
indications of some of the oppor- 
tunities presented by a_ positive 


policy. 


policy declared for at Scarborough will 
only be revealed in the future develop- 
ment of international relations, there are 
positive 
steps that a Government implementing 
this policy could initiate without waiting 
I have only space in this 
article to mention two such, but without 
doubt Peace News will be devoting a 
good deal of space to their further dis- 


a number of very important 


on events. 


cussion. 


In December, 1954, the Assembly of the 
recom- 
mended the setting up of a new fund, 
SUNFED (Special United Nations Fund 
This Fund 
low- 
interest loans, or for grants made out- 
right, for financing the construction of 
roads and harbours necessary for deve- 


United Nations unanimously 


for Economic Development). 


was to be used for long-term, 


loping the economies of the under-deve- 
loped nations, but which would be un- 
likely to attract capital on ordinary in- 
vestment terms. 


UNFED into SUNFED 


The perceptive will be able to observe why 
the word “Special” had to be attached 
to this title. Without it the initials 
would have read “ UNFED.” In fact, 
this is what has happened to the Fund. 


Britain and the USA each stated that the 
extent of their financial contributions 
would have to depend on the progress 
made in disarmament measures, and other 
countries made their support conditional 
upon support being given by Britain and 
the USA. Consequently SUNFED has 
temained UNFED, and this promising 
beginning in aid for the poverty-stricken 
two-thirds of the world’s population has 
never been made. 


Now the SUNFED project was by no 
means an over-ambitious affair. It re- 
quired that 30 nations should contribute 
between them $250,000,000 to get it 
going—an amount that set beside the 
$45,000,000,000 the USA is spending 
each year on arms looks like a mere tip 
given to a beggar. Nevertheless, nothing 
has been done. There has been no pro- 
gress in disarmament and consequently 
no contributions. 


With the implementation of its new policy 
a British Labour Government as a first 
step could offer to provide the whole 


THIS IS YOUR WORLD+ 


torial 
officer and NCO cadre. 


Mr. David Renton, Home Office Joint 


Army pattern, with a permanent 


Under-Secretary, called the Fylingdales 
early warning station a most valuable addi- 
tion to the country’s civil defences. The 
primary purpose of the station was to 
enable the deterrent forces to get off the 
ground before they could be attacked. 


Polaris in Scotland 


MINHE United States Navy is expected 

shortly to station a’ submarine tender 
ata Scottish, port in support of the Ameri- 
can Polaris submarines now coming into 
SeTVvice. 


The tender will be able to provide Polaris 
H-bomb missiles. An Anglo-American 
agreement on this. is. expected to be an- 


financial contribution necessary to set 
SUNFED in operation. 


It can surely be foreseen that as a sequel 
some of the 28 nations that are waiting 
on Britain and the USA would feel moved 
to take action and such a development 
could well shame the USA and Russia 
into participation. It is not beyond the 
bounds of possibility that part of the 
train of consequences would be the deve- 
lopment of a new international climate 
of opinion in relation to the question of 
disarmament in general. 


In the Labour Party Executive's policy re- 
jected by the Scarborough Conference 
there was implicit the possibility, care- 
fully not stated, of a reversion to 
measures of conscription as a means of 
adjusting the military preparation of a 
Britain that had abandoned the H-bomb 
on grounds of expense to the needs of 
NATO. Should the present policy be 
confirmed next year it is clear that this 
possibility will have been rejected as well 
as nuclear weapons. 


Youth volunteers 


In such a situation the policy formulating 
groups in the Party would do well to 
look at a proposal made by the com- 
bined pacifist organisations in Britain in 
their report on some of the consequences 
of unilateral disarmament (Unarmed). 


They proposed that with the abandonment 
of conscription there should be estab- 
lished on a voluntary basis corps of tech- 
nicians, skilled mechanics, teachers and 
labourers. These corps should be avail- 
able both at home and abroad for assist- 
ing in areas damaged by flood, earth- 
quake and other natural catastrophes, 
and they should also be available “ for 
creative projects which would assist in 
the advancement of countries in need of 
development.” 


I believe that this is a policy of the type 
that thousands of present-day youth are 
waiting for, and that there would be 
likely to be an enthusiastic response to it. 


Such a body of volunteers could be avail- 
able, not only to assist in the work con- 
templated under the zgis of SUNFED, 
but also in similar work undertaken by 
the existing UN auxiliary agencies and 
others that could be fostered. The exist- 
ence of such a growing body of trained 
young people devoted to the work of 
international co-operation could make an 
enormous difference to the attitude of 
mind that is at present brought to inter- 
national relations. 


{t could be the first important step in 
bringing reality to the Labour doctrine 
of international brotherhood, 


J. Allen Skinuer 


———— 


nounced shortly, The Times’ Defence Cor- 
respondent reported last Monday. 


Cyclist would not peddle 
propaganda 


FAERR Werner Scharch, president of the 

East German cycling federation and 
chief organiser of the 1960 world cycling 
championship, has fled to Austria because, 
he said last week-end in Vienna, “ political 
pressure On sportsmen has become unbear- 
able” in East Germany. 


x 

Mr. Patrick Duncan, Editor of the South 
‘African Liberal: fortnightly Contact, was 
on Tuesday committed to prison for one 
more day when he again refused to dis- 
close the source of information contained 
in an article. He has already been jailed 
for two terms of eight days. 


THE FEDERAL ASSEMBLY 
Representation in the Federal Assembly was increased 
from 35 to 59 by the Constitutional Amendment Act, 
1957. The present composition is as follows: 


Members elected on the General Roll: 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA a Nec ae 24 
NORTHERN RHODESIA... ae ade a. 14 
NYASALAND Ar ae a ie Bie 6 

— 44 


The race of members clected on the General Roll is not 
specified in the Act. In fact, they are all European. 


Members elected on the combined General and 
Special Rolls: 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
African members Hi ae OW: ye 4 
European members with responsibility for 
African interests 2 a: a 


NorTHERN RHODESIA 
African members 


NYASALAND 


tw 


African members 2 
— 9 
Members specially clected by the African 
Councils acting as an electoral college: 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 
African members 2 
NYASALAND 
African members ae ae i sot 2 
= id 
Members appointed by Governor to represent 
African interests: 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 
European member... Se st 2: ] 
NYASALAND 
European member _... este ee — 1 
— 2 
ToraL 59 


The United Federal Party is the Government party 
and has an overall! majority in the Assembly. Repre- 
sentation by party and race is analysed below: 


Eur. with 
responsibility 
for Afr. 
Eur. Afr. interests Totals 
United Fed. Pty. 36 7 i 44 
Dominion Party 7 1 — 8 
Independent 1 — — 1 
Non-Party: 
Nominated — — 2 2, 
African elected — 4 —_ 4 
TOTAL 44 12 3 59 


THE FEDERAL FRANCHISE 


There are two voters’ rolls, both open to people of 
all races. They are known as the General Roll and 
the Special Roll. 


Persons registered on the General Roll take part, on 
a single-member constituency basis, in the election of 
44 members of unspecified race. 


Together with those registered on the Special Roll 
they also take part in the election of 9 members of 
specified race: 2 Africans each from Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland; and four Africans and one European 
(the latter with responsibility for African interests) from 
Southern Rhodesia. 


There are differing franchise qualifications for the 
two rolls. Qualifications common to both are: those 
concerning age (over 2!); nationality (citizen of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland or British Protected Person); residence 
(two years in the Federation and three months in the 
constituency); allegiance (declaration of allegiance to the 
Queen); and literacy (ability to complete and sign in 
own handwriting the voter's registration form). 


In addition, to be registered on the General Roll a 
person must have one of the following qualifications: 


(1) An income of £720 p.a. or property valued at 
£1,500; 

(2) An income of £480 p.a. or property valued at 
£1,000, plus primary education; 


(3) An income of £300 p.a. or property valued at £500, 
plus four years’ secondary education. 


Exceptions: 


(1) A Minister of religion who has undergone certain 
stipulated training; (2) a chief; (3) the wife of 
anyone qualified to vote, provided she is 21 years 
old and not married under a system permitting 
polygamy. 

To be registered on the special roll a person must, in 
addition to the common qualifications already stated, 
either have an income of £150 p.a. and property worth 
£500, or have an income of £120 p.a. and two years’ 
secondary education. 


EXTENT OF FEDERAL POWER 


When the Federation was established in 1953, certain 
powers were given to it whilst others were left under 
the control of the individual governments of the three 
constituent territories. 


The following list indicates the present broad division 
between these powers: 


Federal Government 


External Affairs. 
Defence. 
Immigration. 
Major financial and 
economic matters. 
Electric power. 
Railways and Civil 
Aviation. 
All education: except 
primary and secondary 
African education. 
Health. 


Territorial] Government 


African administration. 

African agriculture. 

African primary and 
secondary education. 

Police. 

Labour matters. 
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pared by ithe Central Africa 
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Peace Council. It is pre- 
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Council is obtainable from Map by courtesy of Fabian Colonial Bureau. 


29 Great James Street, 
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Introduction 


This is the study of an attempt to impose a form of 
government against the known opposition of the majority 
of the people and of the failure of that attempt after 
seven years. 


The imposition was a considered and deliberate act of 
government. The struggle against the imposition was 
brought about by the steady growth of political consci- 
ousness among an awakening people and the organisation 
of that opinion into effective political parties against the 
steady opposition of the Government. 


This is the story of the rise and fall of the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. It sets the scene for the 


presentation of the Report of the Monckton Commission 
to the Constitutional Review Conference and for what 
we hope will be the act of statesmanship that will resolve 
the imposed Federation and establish, perhaps, the means 
whereby another association may be formed, if that shall 
be the will of the people, which will bring to the people 
of these countries relief from the poverty in which they 
live. 


The study is offered by the National Peace Council 
as a guide to those of the British people who acknow- 
ledge their responsibility for the future of the Territories 
which have to a greater or less degree come under our 
protection. 


Five principles 


RELATING TO THE SITUATION IN CENTRAL AFRICA 


This Statement of general principles 
formed the initial basis on which the 
subsequent comments and _ criticisms 
have been founded. It indicates the 
standpoint from which the Central 
African problem has been approached 
in this publication. 


4 «Inter-racial relations in 
Central Africa have an 
immense significance for the whole 
African continent and the future of 
Black - White relations everywhere. 
Therefore the situation in this area 
should be considered in this wider 
context and cannot be treated as only 
a local matter to be solved locally. 


cd s % 


© The conception of White 

“ Trusteeship surviving in 
most ‘ white” official and popular 
interpretations of ‘“‘multi-racialism” and 
“partnership” is out-dated and will 
probably lead to increasing resentment 
and violence in the climate of political- 
social change in Africa today. The 
continued stressing of racial differences 
in politics and in social and economic 
life, whether explicitly or by impli- 
cation, must increase the probability of 
a resort to violence. Nevertheless it 
must be appreciated that at present the 
Europeans with few exceptions make 


an assumption of their superiority and 
as a consequence assign to the African 
an inferior status. This must be re- 
pudiated and the African demand for 
individual equality and full citizenship 
completely accepted. 


Britain has both a moral 

and legal responsibility 
for the complex situation in Central 
Africa, especially in the two Northern 
colonial territories. The authority of 
the British Parliament remains para- 
mount. This does not mean that we, 
with nothing materially at stake in that 
region, should self-righteously condemn 
those resisting change, but neither 
should we withdraw from responsibility 
for reaching a decision. 


* . * 


4 The development of the 
Federal economy has laid 

great emphasis on industrialisation to 
the neglect of the present agricultural 
economy in which the majority of 
Africans are engaged. It is therefore 
necessary that there should be a greater 
direction of resources into African 
agricultural life where the rate of pro- 
gress is completely inadequate. Britain’s 
responsibilities extend to this field also, 
and her present technical and financial 


aid must be both continued and in- 
creased. 


* s « 


5 We believe that in the 

Federation there is a 

necessity for close co-operation between 

people of all races on a basis of human 
equality and mutual respect. 
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would point out that these wages re- 
main very low indeed; and that the 
other side of the picture is the fantastic 
difference between European wages and 
African wages. We know that skill and 
knowledge command better pay; we 
know also that African workers some- 
times produce less than European 
workers because of poor diets and so 
on. But the difference in the Federation 
is vast—between ten and twenty times 
as much is paid to Europeans as to 
Africans. There has been no indication 
at all since Federation that this dif- 
ference in rates of pay is changing to 
any reasonable or just difference based 
on skill or ability.” (Monckton Report 
Page 114, para. 20.) 


This is not only a question of envy 
between the races. The average annual 
earnings by an African employee are 
now £81 for the Federation as a whole, 
and for Nyasaland £47. The difference 
between the Federal figure and the 
Nyasaland figure shows how little of 
the benefit of the wider economy has 
come to the rural areas. 


The Minority Report of two African 
Commissioners is a good guide to the 
failure of the Federation to devolop the 
Territories in a way which relieves the 


Poverty of the African people. 


The Federation was imposed by 
force. has continued as a deception, and 
has not brought relief from poverty to 
the majority of the inhabitants, 


Many will ask themselves, ‘‘ Why 
should we trouble to salvage this 
wreck? ” 


After Federation 


We are conscious of the anxieties of 
Europeans who wish to stay in African 
countries when they are self-governing. 
We feel that the statement of belief 
given in the following paragraph, which 
winds up the Minority Report, is widely 
held by Africans and will be the prin- 
ciple that will guide their attitude to 
Europeans : 

“We feel that it is very important 
that Europeans should not feel insecure. 
We want them to live and work 
amongst us and bring up their children 
in security. Their value to society as 
teachers, technicians, producers or 
traders assures them of safety and con- 
tinued prosperity, just as it assures to 
the rich and salaried classes in England 
their accepted place in society. The 
Europeans in the West Indies play their 
role under a democratic system of 


government and the Europeans in Cen- 
tral Africa can do the same. It is on 
value to the community that we must 
all rest our safety. This has been proved 
true in a number of countries where 
white minorities live without being 
dominant.” 


When the Federation imposed on the 
African people of the three Territories 
is dissolved and the African majority, 
with due democratic regard to minority 
interests, have assumed the direction of 
their own destinies, with as much out- 
side help as they need for the work, 
they will be able to consider the forma- 
tion of associations between their 
democratic states which may be to their 
mutual advantage. These’ associations 
may expand far beyond the present 
Federal boundaries and may embrace 
countries administered by the Portu- 
guese and the great Congo Republic. 
Africans do not say they are against 
federation in itself. They are against 
the imposition of federation between 
Protectorates on the way to self- 
government and a canquered colony 
where the white men are dominant. 
There is a great future before Central 
Africa once the present intolerable 
fort of government is brought to an 
end. 


SOME STATISTICAL INFORMATION 


SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INFORMATION 


THE SOUTHERN 
FEDERATION RHODESIA 
AREA (sq. miles) 483,000 150,000 
POPULATION (Dec. ’58): 
African 7,560,000 2,590,000 
European 292,000 211,000 
Other races (approx.) 35,000 14,900 
ToTALs 7,887,000 2,820,000 
PER CAPITA 
ANNUAL INCOME: 
Africans £12 
Europeans and other 
races £550 
EDUCATION—(Primary 
and Secondary): 
African 888,000 430,000 
European 50,000 n/a 
Other races 6,000 n/a 


NORTHERN 

RHODESIA NYASALAND 
288,000 45,366 
2,250,000 2,720,000 
72,000 8,600 
8,400 11,500 
2,330,000 2,740,000 
200,000 258,000 

n/a n/a 

n/a n/a 


PERSONS IN EMPLOYMENT ('56): 

African— 
1,037,000 (15% of total African population) 
European— 
110,000 (44.6% of European population) 


Note: These figures relate to persons paid a’ salary or 


wage. A 


very high proportion of the African 


population is engaged in subsistence agriculture 


and they 


are not included here. 


must be looked at in this light. The 
Commission says that there is no right 
of secession unless it is granted by the 
UK. government. Neither Southern 
Rhodesia with its almost independent 
status, nor the Northern territories can 
declare themselves free of the Federa- 
tion and no distinction in claim to 
secession is made between Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 

It is reasonable that non-African 
education, health, non-African agricul- 
ture, all roads and prisons should be- 
come territorial responsibilities rather 
than Federal, as the Commission recom- 
mends. But surely it is over the 
Federal control of the armed forces 
and of.immigration that African poli- 


SALVAGING THE 


The Monckton Commission was a 
body of mén’ ‘to whose opinions we 
must pay attention. It is true that they 
were not the first choice in many cases. 
The Africans were the type that other 
Africans call “stooges”. The liberal 
Europeans were neither Liberals nor 
Labour men, The Government's refusal 
to say if the question of secession could 
be discussed had made many of the 
first choice men boycott the Commis- 
sion, not only in refusing to join it but 
also in refusing to give evidence to it. 

When Mr. Macmillan was in Rhode- 
sia in January, 1960, he said, “ There 
is no question of the Commission re- 
commending that any part of the 
Federation be allowed to secede.” In 
face of this it was the duty of the Com- 
mission to put forward ideas for the 
salvaging of the Federation although 
it is very clear from the Report that 
they found it to be ripe for disinte- 
gration, 

“Now, after seven years of Federa- 
tion, African distrust has reached an 
intensity impossible, in our opinion, to 
dispel without drastic and fundamental 
changes both in the structure of the 
association itself, and in the racial poli- 
cies of Southern Rhodesia.” (Monckton 
Report Para. 74). 


The Salvage Plan 


The “drastic and fundamental 
changes ’’ proposed by the Commission 
were : 

(1) African majorities in the Legis- 
lative Councils of Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, and advice that Africans 
should be given more share in the 
government of Southern Rhodesia; 

(2) A broader franchise for Africans 
in the Territorial and Federal elections; 

(3) Parity of representation between 
Africans and Europeans in the Federal 
Assembly; 

(4) The transfer of some functions 
from the Federal government to those 
of the Territories; 

(5) Safeguards against domination by 
racial factions through Councils of 
State and a Bill of Rights; and 

(6) A declaration by H.M,. govern- 


ticlans will need particular reassurance? 

The Report recommends the special 
entrenchment of provisions regarding 
the Bill of Rights and the Councils of 
State in the Federal and Territorial 
constitutions, even after self-govern- 
ment or secession. 

As the Report states (para, 84): 
“The wisdom of Solomon himself, 
were we able to command it, would 
not suffice to make any constitution 
work without the goodwill of the 
people.” Devices such as the suggested 
change of name of “ Federation” and 
the alternation of the Federal capital 
and legislature between the three terri- 
tories may be desirable but cannot 
contribute much, 


FEDERATION 


ment that she would consider a request 
from the governments of any of the 
Territories to secede from the Federa~- 
tion and agree to it if she found that 
it was the wish of most of the inhabi- 
tants of all races, 

This is the salvage plan but is not 
secession rather a plan to scuttle the 
ship than to save it? The Commission 
hopes that when the Africans find that 
they are free to leave the Federation 
they will begin to appreciate the ad- 
vantages, which the Commission thinks 
are considerable, of remaining in it. 
Certainly the Commission do not advise 
secession. This is the answer to Sir 
Roy Welensky’s complaint that he 
has been hoodwinked into providing 
Commissioners to kill the Federation. 
The Commission does not advise seces- 
sion, but it shows how it could be 
carried out. It advises delays that will 
give pro-secession governments in the 
Territories time to realise the Federa- 
tion’s value. 


Can the Federation be Salyaged ? 


If the advice of the Monckton Com- 
Mission is accepted by the Constitu- 
tional Review Conference the Federal 
Government will have about five years 
to prove to Africans that the Federa- 
tion is of value to them. 

It must show in the first place that 
the principle of “ Partnership” means 
something far more than it does now: 
that it means equality in fact and 
practice. It must show that the benefits 
of the larger economy are being shared 
by all sections of the people and are 
not being channelled into the pockets 
of the investors and industrialists of 
Southern Rhodesia. 

The first needs a change of heart. 
Even with parity in the Federal Assem- 
bly to help it forward, five years is too 
short a time for it to happen. 

The second needs a reversal of the 
whole idea on which the unstable 
“prosperity” of the Federation has 
been built up since 1953. Sir Roy 


Welensky is still talking about the vital 
importance of retaining the trust of 
investors and never speaking of the 


The warning, to those who may still 
resist a change of heart (and of poli- 
tical constitution) lies in the recom- 
mendations of the Minority Report. 
This asks for a referendum based on 
universal suffrage to find out whether 
the inhabitants of each territory wish it 
to remain within the Federation or to 
secede. It also demands a re-examina- 
tion and reversal of the policy of un- 
even economic development through 
industrial (rather than agricultural) in- 
vestment. 

The case for Federation, in any form 
or under any name, will have to be 
made convincing to all those whom it 
is intended to serve. 

Can this be done? 


growth of the agricultural potential of 
the great majority of the people. There 
is no sign that the need for a change is 
even realised yet by Federal politicians. 
They still point to Kariba and do not 
claim to have a plan for rural poverty, 

There does not appear to be any 
hope that European Federal opinion 
can make the mental changes necessary 
to salvage the Federation by means of 
the Monckton plan. 


Should the Federation be Salvaged ? 


“More important was the fact that 
the Federation was imposed against the 
will of Africans in the Northern Terri- 
tories . . . There is no doubt that it has 
been one of the greatest obstacles to 
the Federation’s success.” (Monckton 
Report para, 33). 

That was the beginning of the Federa- 
tion. Imposition was an insult to the 
Africans which can only be forgiven 
when the imposition ends. The dis- 
solution of the Federation alone can 
prove to Africans that their right to 
decide on their own future is accepted 
and that domination is over. 

The principle of “ partnership” was 
to have guided the-government of the 
Federation. Of this the Commission 
says: “Racial discrimination, though 
diminishing, remains one of the more 
important forces working against 
Federation. The reference to “ partner- 
ship” in the preamble of the 1953 
Constitution led Africans to believe that 
discrimination would quickly disappear. 
The fact that it did not, and that the 
term itself has remained undefined, has 
resulted in growing suspicion and 
disillusion.” (para. 218). 

The initial insult of imposition and 
the continuing disparagement of the 
colour bar might have been borne if 
great prosperity had accompanied them. 
Perhaps they are too nagging a vexation 
to be forgiven even for great wealth. 

No relief from poverty has come with 
Federation. On page 25 of the Report 
figures are given to show a rise in real 
wages for Africans since Federation of 
less than 25 per cent. As the Minority 
report says in considering them: ‘“ We 


BACKGROUND TO THE MONCKTON REPORT 


The Federation of Central Africa to- 
day includes the three Territories of 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland. It has a total population 
of seven and a half million Africans, 
some three hundred thousand Euro- 
peans (over two-thirds in Southern 
Rhodesia), and thirty-five thousand of 
other races, 

There is an important contrast be- 
tween the positions of Southern 
Rhodesia (with semi-independence and 
white responsible government since 
1923) and the Colonial Office Protec- 
torates of Nyasaland and Northern 
Rhodesia, The former, annexed and 
administered by the British South 
Africa Company until 1923, was linked 
for convenience with the Dominion 
Office. The latter were accepted in 
1891 as Protected Territories by the 
British Government and the British 
South Africa Company, 

The idea of Federation within 
British East and Central Africa has 
passed through many _ phases since 
1924, when the Ormsby-Gore Com- 
mission rejected the proposal for 
Federation of all the colonies con- 
cerned, from Northern Rhodesia to 
Kenya but — excluding Southern 
Rhodesia, In the 1930s the pressure 
for Central African co-ordination 
came entirely from unofficial European 
quarters. In 1939 the Bledisloe Report 
rejected Central African amalgamation 
largely on the grounds of African 
opposition in Northern Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland and of the differences in 
native policy and economic develop- 
ment there as compared with Southern 
Rhodesia. The Central African 
Council established in 1945 was 
mainly an advisory and consultative 
body, with four members from each 
of the three Territories. 


The Birth of Federation. 


The initiative for change came in 
1949 from the ministers of the South- 
ern Rhodesian government with the 
calling of a private conference of 
European “unofficials” to discuss 
closer union. The immediate occasion 
was the intensive European immigra- 
tion and economic development in 
Southern Rhodesia and the boom in 
Northern Rhodesian copper, together 
with alleged limitations on more ambi- 
tious economic planning presented by 
the merely advisory Council of 1945. 
Southern Rhodesia then forced the 
hand of the United Kingdom govern- 
ment by announcing their withdrawal 
from the Council and proposed to 
Whitehall the holding of a conference 
of officials to examine “closer associa- 
tion.” 

The British (Labour) Government, 
conscious of the need for rapid econo- 
mic advance in all territories and of 
the deteriorating relations with South 
Africa, agreed, as Mr. James Griffiths, 
then Colonial Secretary, described it, 
to a “purely exploratory ” Conference 
of Officials. No active steps were to 


be taken, as he later stated, without 
“full consideration”? and “full con- 
sultation with all those who are con- 
cerned,” but perhaps it was a little 
unrealistic to expect that such a con- 
ference would “in no way commit any 
of the participating governments,” 
however slight the mandate. This 
Conference of Officials in March, 1951, 
favoured federation of the three terri- 
tories, The Conference Report, said 
Mr. Griffiths, was a “constructive 
approach to the problem” but that 
the United Kingdom government was 
“not committed to any of the pro- 
posals.” The Colonial Secretary, how- 
ever, attended a further conference at 
Victoria Falls in September, 1951, 
when the final communique on Sep- 
tember 21 recognised the ‘“ apprehen- 
sions felt by Africans in the two 
Northern territories that Federation 
might impair their position and pros- 
pects in the respective territories,” but 
reiterated the advantages of federation 
and the conditions under which it 
might be further considered, 


Further Conferences 


This conference was immediately 
followed by the General Election of 
October, 1951. The new (Conservative) 
government promptly declared full 
agreement with the September com- 
munique with its reassurances regard- 
ing preservation of protectorate status 
of the two northern territories and 
United Kingdom responsibility for 
African political advancement and 
land rights in the Protectorates. It has 
never been = satisfactorily explained 
how such reassurances could be com- 
patible with early attainment of inde- 
pendent dominion rank by Central 
Africa, the declared aim of many 
Southern Rhodesian European poli- 
ticians, 

After further conferences and de- 
bates in Parliament the Constitution of 
1953 was passed. During the debate 
at Westminster on the White Paper the 
all-important safeguards for African 
interests were very strongly criticised 
as unconvincing and inadequate. The 
British Colonial Secretary (May, 1953) 
stressed that “ nothing in this constitu- 
tion shall affect any power (of the 
British parliament) to make laws for 
the Federation or any of the terri- 
tories conferred on Her Majesty by 
any Act of Parliament in the United 
Kingdom.” Nevertheless, four years 
later, in 1957, his successor illustrated 
the limitations of such a provision by 
his statement that the British govern- 
ment “recognise the existence of a 
convention ; whereby the U.K. 
government in practice does not 
initiate any legislation to amend or to 
repeal any Federal Act or to deal with 
any matter included within the com- 
petence of the Federal government.” 

Separate from the Constitution was 
its preamble, which dealt with such 
matters as Britain’s special responsi- 
bilities to the northern territories, a 


reference to the attainment of eventual 
dominion status, and the fostering of 
“partnership and co-operation between 
the inhabitants.” The Minister, how- 
ever, ruled that although the preamble 
is “not legally binding” its use of 
phrases such as “the majority of the 
people” and “when the inhabitants 
. .. So desire” did in fact imply that 
there could be no amalgamation or 
dominion status without the agreement 
of inhabitants of all races. Within a 
few years doubts were cast on even 
this safeguard by the statements on 
August 14, 1957, in the Federal 
Assembly by one European member 
that the first phrase really meant “ the 
majority of the voters” and by an- 
other (now Sir Roy Welensky, Federal 
Prime Minister) that “the pledge that 
independence could not be granted 
before a majority of the inhabitants 
wanted it, did not mean that the 
natives had the right to veto anything 
which would be in the best interests of 
Federation.” (Johannesburg Star, Aug. 
14, 1957.) 

The Federal Constitution came into 
force in 1953, but against an unfor- 
tunate background of grave African 
fears and some United Kingdom sus- 
picions that its leading motive was 
consolidation of white Rhodesian in- 
terests, rather than any real concern to 
interpret racial partnership as a liberal 
alternative to South Africa’s apartheid. 
The dominant selling point in Southern 
Rhodesia’s plebiscite on Federation 
(approved by 25,570 to 14,729) was 
rapid economic advancement. On the 
principle, apparently, that no Africans 
were competent to appreciate the 
issues involved, no serious attempt was 
made to meet the very real fears and 
organised protests of Africans in 
Nyasaland and (to a less extent) in 
Northern Rhodesia. 


The African Affairs Board 


The Board had from the beginning 
to endure the hostility of the leading 
Southern Rhodesian and Federal poli- 
ticians. Its first real test came late in 
1957 when the Federal government in- 
troduced the Constitutional Amend- 
ment bill and the Federal Franchise 
bill, both clearly affecting Africans. 


The first increased the Federal 
Assembly from 35 members (with 17 
from Southern Rhodesia) to 59 mem- 
bers (29 from Southern Rhodesia), the 
latter including twelve members speci- 
fied as African. Four of the twelve 
would be specially elected by the 
African councils of Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, the remaining eight 
being directly elected by voters (pre- 
dominantly European) on the com- 
bined “A” and “B” electoral rolls. 
This must be considered against the 
earlier assurances that the African 
peoples, through the Constitution, 
would elect their own spokesmen; and 
against the provision requiring a two- 
thirds majority for amendment of the 
constitution, 
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Under the second bill far more 


Africans could qualify for the vote on 
the “B™ roll of voters, with lower 
qualifications, than previously. How- 
ever, this privilege could only be 
exercised in voting for nine seats and 
in conjuncticn with the voters on the 
“A” roll who were far more numer- 
ous. The latter voted also, without 
the “B” roll, for the remaining 44 
seats elected. The qualifications for 
the “A™ voters were actually raised 
considerably, apparently in view of the 


rising level of wages and prices. Des- 
pite an intensive Government cam- 
paign to encourage registration, by 


April, 1959, only 4,877 out of an ex- 
pected eligitie total of 54,000 Afri- 
cans had overcome their undoubted 
suspicions of Federation and registered 
on the “ B”™ roll. 

The African Affairs Board found 
both bills discriminatory against Afri- 
cans, although both rolls of voters 
were to be non-racial, on the grounds 
of the high income and property quali- 
fications in a mainly agricuitural Afri- 
can population with limited economic 
opportunities. Both protests were re- 
jected by the British Government, and 
this resulted in the resignation of the 
Chairman (Sir John Moffat) and one 
other (The Rev. Andrew Doig) mem- 
ber of the Board. 

It is fair comment on this attempt by 
the African Affairs Board to exercise 
its constitutional rights to note that the 
bills had been previously discussed by 
the Federal Prime Minister with the 
British Ministers, and agreed in prin- 
ciple by the latter. The appeal of the 
African Affairs Board had been largely 
pre-judged by the British government 
before being referred to Parliament. 


Constitution and Franchise 


Article 99 of the 1953 Constitution 
provided for a conference, between 
seven and nine years later, to be held 
to review its working. This confer- 
ence was to be made up of delegations 
nominated by the Federal and the 
three Territorial governments and the 
British government. Many hoped that 
by the time the review came about the 
constitutions of Northern Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland would have been sufficiently 
modified to allow African opinion an 
effective voice in their own govern- 
ment and in the future of the Federa- 
tion, 

That this hope was not shared by 
leading Europeans in the Federation 
was evidenced by the Federal premier’s 
press statement in 1956 that “We have 
not the slightest intention of letting 
them (the Africans) control things until 
they have proved themselves——and per- 
haps not even then. That will depend 
on my grandchildren.” Further, by 
1957 the new Federal Prime Minister 
had persuaded the British Ministers to 
issue a declaration that the Review 
would be held at the earliest possible 
date, in 1960, and would include con- 
sideration of a programme for domi- 
nion status. It is in the light of this 
decision that the British Government's 
long procrastination until July, 1960, 
over the introduction of wider African 
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representation in the Nyasaland con- 
stitution assumes special importance. 
Confident hints were dropped in the 
Federation that dominion status might 
be achieved by 1960, The emphasis 
had changed ! 


When the Federal Constitution bill 
of 1957-8 was brought before the three 
territorial legislatures, the all-European 
Southern Rhodesian Parliament ap- 
proved unanimously. In the Nyasa- 
land Assembly the minority of (in- 
directly elected) African members 
spoke against the bill and walked out. 
In Northern Rhodesia all the African 
members voted against, though power- 
less to affect the issue. In the final 
vote in the Federal Assembly the Afri- 
can members and the two European 
members representing African interests 
from the northern Protectorates voted 
against, but were just unable to pre- 
vent the two-thirds majority necessary 
to approve the measure. In fact, with- 
out the votes of the two Southern 
Rhodesian African members elected on 
the predominantly European roll this 
majority would not have been possible. 


At this time an attempt by the 
Southern Rhodesian Prime Minister 
(Mr. Garfield Todd) to ease inter- 
racial attitudes and in particular to 
establish an African minimum wage 
resulted in his rejection by his party. 
Indirectly, this resulted in the strength- 
ening of the rival Dominion Party, 
which campaigned for the indefinite 
retention of European political supre- 
macy, 

It was not until 1958 that in the 
Northern Rhodesian Protectorate the 
territorial constitution was amended by 
the colonial authorities Here also the 
device of two electoral rolls was used 
and six African members from rural 
areas were to be elected predominantly 
by the (African) lower roll. Two out 
of the ten members of the Executive 
were for the first time to be Africans. 

In Nyasaland, apart from minor 
amendments in 1956, there were only 
continued constitutional discussions 
previous to 1959, Increasing and wide- 
spread African opposition to the 
Federal link with Southern Rhodesia 
stimulated an unrest which found ex- 
Pression in the enthusiastic support 
given to Dr, Banda from the time of 
his return to Nyasaland and assump- 
tion of leadership of the Congress. 
The disturbances which ensued pro- 
vided the occasion for the States of 
Emergency (in Southern Rhodesia, in 
February, 1959, and in Nyasaland in 
March). The results included the 
shooting at Nkata Bay, the lengthy 
detention of Dr. Banda and many 
others, the findings of the Devlin Com- 
mission, and the institution late in 
1959 of cautious changes in the Nyasa- 
land constitution. While two further 
African members were nominated by 
the Government and admitted to the 
Executive Council, the step was taken 
of un-seating the two elected African 
members, against whom detention 
orders were made. The resulting com- 
position of the Legislative Council was 
then seven African and six non-Afri- 
can unofficials and thirteen European 
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‘partnership ” cannot be said to be 
impressive. 


African Attitudes 
Spring, 1959 


The Report of the Nyasaland Com- 
mission of Enquiry (Devlin Report) 
was published in July, 1959. 

Whatever difference of opinion there 
may be regarding some of the implica- 
tions of the Report, there can be little 
doubt about the evidence it gives as 


to Federation, 


to the very widespread and acute 
Nyasaland African opposition to 
Federation. 

Mr. Alan Lennox-Boyd, _ then 


Colonial Secretary, stated in the House 
of Commons on March 3, 1959, that 
‘plans had been made by Congress 
to carry out widespread violence and 
murder of Europeans, Asians and 
moderate African leaders .. . in fact a 
massacre was being planned.” Although 
frankly sceptical about this alleged plot 
the Commission was clear that “in the 
situation that existed on March 3... 
the Government had either to act or 
to abdicate”. (para. 149), The Report 
also states (paras. 43 and 44) quite 
unequivocally that the root cause of 
the agitation which led to the declara- 
tion of a State of Emergency was 
“Federation”. This agitation was 
focused by the African National Con- 
gress and its leaders, and its timing 
possibly influenced by the Pan-African 
Peoples’ Conference at Accra in 
December, 1958. But it was opposition, 
deeply and emotionally based, to 
Federation and not to British coloni- 
alism, that had for many years prepared 
the soil for this popular political move- 
ment. Congress had led the unsuccess- 
ful Nyasaland African opposition to 
Federation during 1953 and 1954. In 
the first indirect African elections to 
the Nyasaland Legislative Council in 
1956 it had won all five seats. It was 
banned in March, 1959, in Nyasaland 
and all its available leaders arrested. 
On the release, seven months later, of 
one of the more moderate of these 
leaders, Mr. Orton Chirwa, the Malawi 
Congress was formed with an identical 
programme and publicly owing al- 


legiance to the imprisoned African 
Congress President, Dr, Hastings 
Banda. 


In Northern Rhodesia, the African 
National Congress, hampered by a 
European-dominated franchise in the 
1959 elections, had nevertheless won 
one constituency and influenced the 
result of others. The Zambia Congress, 
founded by Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, and 
more militant than the African National 
Congress from which it had broken 
away, was also under legal restraint at 
this time. It has since been banned but 
in the opinion of many observers UNIP, 
its successor, has under the same leader- 
ship greatly strengthened its following 
in the country. Both these organisations 
were absolutely opposed to Federation. 

In Southern Rhodesia the opposition 
was less single-minded, drawing part 
of its strength from grievances relating 
to land shortages and unemployment. 
The Southern Rhodesian government 
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considered it necessary to anticipate 
trouble by banning the Southern Rho- 
desian African National Congress and 
detaining a number of its leaders one 
week previous to the declaration of the 
State of Emergency in Nyasaland. 


The arrest in August, 1960, of leaders 
of the National Democratic Party, suc- 
cessor to Congress, led to unexpected 
and widespread African riots in the 
principal towns of Southern Rhodesia. 
As in 1959 the Federal government, in 
October, 1960, called up reserve troops. 


Partnership in Practice 


It was frequently stated, during the 
1953 discussions, that the new Federa- 
tion would be governed by the principle 
of “partnership” between the races. 
The statements, which were very favour- 
ably received in this country, were re- 
garded with obvious scepticism by 
African opinion in the Federation. 
However, the future Federal Premier 
in 1951 defined this policy as “based on 
the total rejection of any policy of 
racial domination and suppression and 
a sincere acceptance of the fact that 
black and white are indispensible to 
each other and that each must by his 
actions earn the confidence and good- 
will of the other”. 


The Federal Government has made 
minor concessions to this policy in the 
social field. It has, for example, abo- 
lished separate entrances to post offices 
which are a Federal responsibility, 
Permitted the entry of Africans to the 
upper ranks of the Federal civil service, 
and has reduced job reservation on the 
Federal Railways. But in its economic 
and immigration policies it has heavily 
favoured the European. The fact that 
the Federal University at Salisbury 
has been created on a multi-racial basis 
was ordained prior to Federation as a 
condition of the British government's 
contribution to funds, 


Since African affairs remain largely 
in the hands of the territorial govern- 
ments it has lain with them primarily 
to implement the partnership principle, 
The Southern Rhodesian Registration 
and Identification Bill in 1957 offered 
to “ suitable ” Africans the opportunity 
to hold identity cards instead of the 
burdensome passes, but to exchange a 
“card” for a “pass” did not exempt 
the holder from interrogation at any 
time, and this ‘‘ privilege” could be 
withdrawn. The Industrial Conciliation 
Act of the same year with its extension 
of the term “employee” to include 
African and its hint of multi-racial 
trade unions, was referred back after 
controversy, and only passed in 1960. 
In Northern Rhodesia a _ proposed 
Central Race Relations Board with 
district committees designed to mitigate 
the social colour bar was accepted, al- 
though with most of its original powers 
curtailed. The pass system, so burden- 
some for Africans in Southern Rhode- 
sia, had been much relaxed in town- 
ships in Northern Rhodesia and (until 
the Emergency) virtually in abeyance 
in Nyasaland. A more significant ad- 
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vance towards racial non-discrimination 
in the Federation has been due to the 
Copper Belt mining companies who, 
after bitter argument with the European 
trade unions, secured the admission of 
Africans to a number of jobs previously 
reserved to Europeans. 

The catalogue of such advances to- 
wards racial partnership does not look 
impressive to most people in Britain, but 
to many liberal-thinking Europeans in 
Central Africa they are seen as victories 
won in the teeth of bitter local Euro- 
pean opposition. This is the scale of 
the problem in the Federation. It under- 
lines the grave significance attached by 
even moderate Africans to the steady 
erosion of African political safeguards, 
the emphasis on European local power, 
and the recent enactment of politically 
repressive legislation in all three terri- 
tories. 


Preceding the Monckton Commission 


With Nyasaland quiet and Dr Banda 
released since April and allowed to 
visit America and Britain, there was 
room for informal discussions with 
leaders of African opinion on the future 
of the Central African territories. In 
July, 1960, at the London discussions 
on changes in the Nyasaland constitu- 
tion, the government agreed to a large 
increase in African participation in 
Nyasaland’s govefnment. 

While the Monckton Commission had 
been given no specific mandate to con- 
sider alternatives to Federation, it was 
now quite inevitable that their discus- 
sions should include the possible re- 
arrangement or break-up of the present 
Federation. There remains the impos- 
sibility of providing adequate constitu- 
ticnal expression for local African 
opinion before any Federal Review. The 
alternative of having to rely entirely on 
the Commission’s impressions of African 
views, however carefully investigated, 
is in view of the wide refusal to give 
evidence, open to serious criticism, 


The Monckton Commission 


The appointment of the Commission's 
members had caused uneasiness to 
African political leaders and the British 
Opposition had refused to participate 
on the grounds, amongst others, that 
the Commission had been given no 
specific mandate to discuss secession or 
alternatives to Federation. The mem- 
bership of 26 eventually included five 
Africans (none of whom represented 
African political parties) and also such 


personalities as Sir Charles Arden- 
Clarke, Mr. Aidan Crawley, Mrs. 
Elspeth Huxley, Sir Donald Mac- 
Gillivray and Lord Shawcross. This 


Commission must be recoguised as a 
group whose judgement should be 
respected. 

The Commission was advisory to the 
five Governments taking part in the 
Review Conference. It may be a mis- 
take to put too much stress on its 
Report, for despite its influence on 
public and official attitudes both in 
Britain and Africa, the Report is only 
one political factor amongst others. The 
Minority Report, supported by two 
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members, is another factor to be given 
full weight. 

The Report is,a bold and valuable at- 
tempt to grapple with some of the 
fundamental problems involved; racial 
discrimination in many spheres, grave 
African suspicion of Federation, 
* Africanisation” of the Northern 
Governments—and the right to secede 
from the Federation. It is perhaps 
startling that it stretches its terms of 
reference to the utmost in including 
such matters, but it is difficult to see 
what useful contribution to the debate 
it could have made without doing so. 
Its recommendations show the way the 
debate on Central Africa has moved 
since 1958: from ‘‘ dominion § status” 
to the more realistic: “In what form 
can Federation possibly survive? ” 

The Report recognises the basic sus- 
picion and fear amongst Africans of 
the present Federation and their distrust 
of Southern Rhodesian European in- 
fluence expressed through a predomi- 
nant political and economic control. 
The Majority Report concludes that: 


(i) Federation is clearly preferable 


to any forms of territorial 
association, | 
(ii) its dissolution would lead to 


poverty and distress; but 

(iii) its survival depends on general 

acceptance; and therefore 

{iv) a drastic remodelling of consti- 

tution and policy is essential if 
African suspicions are to be 
overcome. 

Many Africans feel that too high a 
price can be paid for material advan- 
tages. 

Naturally there is considerable varia- 
tion of opinion concerning how the 
Federal Assembly should be altered, but 
there is unanimity on the necessity for 
greatly increased African representation 
there. Of the alternatives suggested it 
is recorded that parity between Euro- 
peans and Africans has the best chance 
of securing general acquiesence. It 
would seem unlikely that any African- 
dominated governments in the two 
Northern territories would agree to 
anything less, while it will require a 
considerable adjustment of white 
Southern Rhodesian attitudes to accept 
such a reduction in European repre- 
sentation. This is likely to be as im- 
portant a focus for controversy and 
bargaining as the proposed right of 
secession. 


Implications of the Report 


Few will question the Commission's 
view that the right to secede should 
be included in any reformed constitu- 
tion, in spite of the disadvantages of 
extending the period of constitutional 
uncertainty in Central Africa. The 
realistic alternative is immediate dis- 
solution. The Report suggests that there 
are advantages for the common good in 
persuading African and European 
opinion to accept a postponement of 
such a decision in all three territories, 
but only if secure safeguards can be 
devised against a breach of faith by 
any party during the period of trial. 
The proposed constitutional changes 


Tax protest 


PAMELA FRANKAU, Arnold Wesker, 
~- John Berger and George Melly are 
among the signatories of a Declaration 
which states : 


“We the undersigned . . . can no longer, 
in good conscience, pay, without protest, 
that proportion of our tax which must be 
spent on the making of nuclear weapons.” 

This Declaration will be handed in to the 
Government shortly before the next instal- 


ment of Schedule D tax is due on January 
1. Between now and then we hope that a 


large number of people will sign the 
Declaration, 
We hope to extend the campaign to 


people on PAYE. For instance, deputa- 
tions of people working for the LCC and 
Surrey County Council are going to seek 
interviews with their local government 
fiinance officers in order to ask them to 
hold back on their behalf the proportion of 
tax which goes on nuclear “ defence.~ 

If it can be shown that a subsiantial 
number of people on PAYE object to the 
system which prevents them withholding a 
portion of their tax for conscientious 
reasons it is possible that legislation to 
amend this situation might be introduced. 
A way of demonstrating protest is by writ- 
ing to the local tax office requesting to be 
taken off PAYE and stating the reason why. 
The Committee Against Tax for Nuclear 
Arms has drafted a series of postcards 
which can be used for this purpose, 

Anyone on Schedule D wishing to sign 
the Declaration and anyone on PAYE wish- 
ing to write in to their local tax office or 
join the LCC and Surrey County Council 
deputations should contact me as below.— 
WENDY BUTLIN, Committee Against 
Nuclear Arms, 344 Seven Sisters Rd., 


London, N.4. 


Lord Morrison 
IN your review of Herbert Morrison's 
autobiography (PN, Sept. 30) you quote 
his attitude towards World War I, and how 
he got conditional exemption. Just what 
his circumstances were I do not know, cir- 
cumstances compelled many of us to accept 
conditions we did not like in World War II. 


If I understand rightly he wrote words to 
the effect that just as “Your King and 
Country need You,” the German worker is 
being told the same tale. 


It would be interesting to know how 
many were imprisoned under Act 18B who 
had said nothing any more drastic than the 
above. It would be more interesting to 
know what Morrison as Home Secretary 
did about it—-HAROLD G. FOTHER- 
GILL, 26 Eightlands Rd., Dewsbury, Yorks. 


Colonial rule in Africa 


TPPHE Rev. Michael Scott (PN, Sept. 23) 
speaks in his book review of damage 
done to Africa under colonial rule by 
“ spiritual and mental violence which turns 
generosity into resentment, Patience and 
respect for order into rage and hatred by 
the oft-repeated pattern of ‘too little and 
too late” With great respect to the writer, 
this is nonsense. 
in Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Gambia. 


Tanganyika, Uganda. Zanzibar, British 
Somaliland. Nyasaland, N. Rhodesia. 
Basutoland, Swaziland, Bechuanaland there 
has been no “mental and spiritual 


violence,” and generosity, patience and re- 
spect for order have been introduced by 
colonial rule into countries which had no 
knowledge of these qualities in the political 
field. 

Thirty-five years ago an American who 
had just toured West Africa said to me in 
Port Harcourt: ‘‘ Your liberalism in the 
administration of this country is almost 
quixotic.” This goes for all British African 
territories which have been administered 
under the Colonial Office, and I suggest 
that the Rev. Michael Scott would serve 
the ends of justice and truth better if he 
would be more particular in his statements. 


As for “too little and too late ”—this 
also is contrary to the facts. A continent's 
peoples are ultimately responsible for their 
own development: the fact that Africa is 
politically and economically a century be- 
hind Europe is mainly due to the retarding 
effects of a largely tropical and sub-tropical 
climate. To put it down to colopial rule is 
simply to violate truth in a frenzied search 
for scapegoats, 

In so far as Africa has made progress in 


the past 50 years, this has been due princi- 
pally to the teaching, guidance and protec- 
tion of colonia! rulers—E, F. G. HAIG, 
Norfolk Cottage, Eversley, Hants. 


Michael Scott writes: There are two con- 
flicting policies moving in opposite direc- 
tions in Africa. One of them has led 
through the liberation of the slaves to full 
self-government and independence, e.g., in 
Nigeria, and the other in its extreme form 
to the tragedy of contemporary South 
Africa. In between, as I pointed out, there 
is Central Africa, which offers the oppor- 
tunity of finding a more excellent way than 
the way of apartheid. Mr. Haig has sig- 
nificantly omitted from his list Angola, 
Algeria, Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa, 
the Belgian Congo and some of the other 
colonial territories of Spain and France. 
His last sentence thus sounds like the 
sweeping generalisation of an unnecessarily 
angry old man 


Communist Party and CND 


WV HILe it may be useful for those with- 

out previous political experience to 
analyse how, why and when the CP did or 
did not support pacifist issues, the point 
surely is that all political parties are based 
on power, a power which ultimately 
depends on the sanction of force to uphold 
its authority, This is the first point to re- 
member when re-examining past political 
situations. 


What frightens most people about the 
Communist Party is not so much what they 
think. as their capacity to think differently 
tomorrow. 1 think what is needed is not 
an argument about the Marxist dialectic, 
but the ability to really face this fact, 
accept it, and somehow to make co-exist- 
ence work within the Campaign—a primary 
step if we appreciate the psychological and 
moral implications of unilateralism— 
MAEVE WILKINS, 38 Sutton Rd., Lon- 
don, N.10, 


Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 


N reply to my question, your corre- 
spondent George Plume (PN Oct, 7) 
states that the text of the Pact (alleged to 
contain an agreement to divide Poland) has 
been published. He adds that the film of 
the Nuremberg Trial shows a German copy 
and that a Russian copy is in the Kremlin. 
That is not publication. 


I am not able to visit the Kremlin to 
inspect the Russian copy, neither do I know 
where the Nuremberg film may be seen. If 
the Pact did contain an agreement to divide 
Poland I feel sure that the virtuous enemies 
of Communism would not have failed to 
publish it. 


I repeat: has the text of the Pact, or the 
relevant extracts therefrom, ever been pub- 
lished in any book or document which is 


available to the British public? If not, the 
accusation regarding the division of Poland 
is unsupported by any evidence.—F. 
O’HANLON, St. Michael’s, Hayling Rise, 
Worthing. 


‘Freedom and the Economy’ 


Y attention has been drawn to an in- 

accuracy in my article “ Freedom and 
the Economy,” Peace News, Sept. 23. I 
said that wage increases in Ghana since 
1954 had not matched the 12 per cent rise 
in the cost of living. In fact the daily wage 
rates for unskilled labour in Accra in 
December, 1954, was 4s. 6d. per day, which 
had risen by October, 1959, to Ss. 6d. per 
day—an increase of 23 per cent. 


I must apologise for this error which 
does not however affect the substance of 
the argument since the urgent need for 
further minimum wage increases was never 
in dispute, This is shown by the Govern- 
ment’s decision to raise the minimum wage 
by another shilling —MICHAEL RANDLE, 
Accra, Ghana, 


Foulness prisoners 
fast 


FIve of the six Foulness prisoners in 

Stafford Jail are reported to have 
started a fast in protest against the hang- 
ing of two men, Norman Harris (23) and 
Francis Forsyth (18) from Hounslow who 
were scheduled to be executed last Tues- 
day. The two men’s appeals against the 
sentences were not known as Peace News 
went to press. 


One of the fasting prisoners, Peter Dod- 
son, Peace News staffman, will celebrate 
his twenty-ninth birthday in jail on 
October 24. 


The next march through London in sup- 
port of the Foulness prisoners on October 
29 will assemble at Bryanston St., near 
Marble Arch, at 11.15 a.m. 


On the morning of the prisoners’ release 
on Tuesday, November 1, East Acton Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament will mount 
a picket at Wormwood Scrubs Prison from 
7—9 a.m. to welcome out the youngest 
ptisoner, 20-year-old Terence Chandler. 
Prisoners at the other jails have expressed 
a wish to be met only by relatives and 
friends. 


The prisoners will speak at a public 
meeting after their release at Denison 
House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, at 7 p.m. on 
November 4. 

The Foulness Prisoners’ Committee (31 
Manville Rd., London, S.W.17) has ap- 
pealed for funds in order to provide 
prisoners with a holiday on release. 


P.N. BROADSHEET 
Slavery in S. Africa 


A two-page Broadsheet, reprinting the 
articles by Z. Sonkosi in PN Sept. 23, 
is available at 7s. 6d. 100, £3 1,000, 
single copies 3d. each—all prices post 
free. 


y | im 5 must know 


JAMES CAMERON'S dramatic repre- 


sentation of the case against Civil 
Defence. 
Now in its fourth printing 
7s. 6d. 100, 70s. 1,000, ts. 6d. doz. 
post free. 


P.N. PUBLICATIONS DEPT. 
5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.|I. 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 


PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
Service, 3.30, Sanday, Oct. 23. 
Peace News, § Caledonian Rd., London, N.1 
Discourse, Jeffrey Bond. 
*““DOOM & DELIGHT." 


Among those who commend 


UNARMED* 


as a valuable contribution 
to the study of unilateral 
disarmament are : 
FRANK ALLAUN, MP 
FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 
RITCHIE CALDER, CBE 
EMRYS HUGHES, MP 
SIR HERBERT READ 
DR. DONALD SOPER 
“VICKY” 
*The Report of a Standing Joint 
Pacifist Committee working party, 
Is. 2d. post free from 
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5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 


NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 
A Co-educational, progressive, parent- 
owned school emphasising co-operation 
rather than competition, takes day and 


boarding pupils 5 to 18. EPSOM 9619 
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KINGS and 
CONGO 


TV critic has rightly remarked 

that the best television serial- 
writer to emerge so far has been one 
William Shakespeare. The serial “An 
Age of Kings” is surely one of the 
most noteworthy offerings made by 
the medium to the British public. 


That fabulous man-in-the-street who is 
said to find Shakespeare incomprehensible 
now has much less of an excuse. Anyone 
who finds the thrust-and-parry, violence 
and conspiracy of these plays removed 
from life has only to stay tuned to the 
news bulletin that follows. 


One night, indeed, the rapid rising and 
falling of England’s barons and princes of 
the fifteenth century was uncannily paral- 
leled by that day's goings-on in the Congo. 
Here’s richness! The thirst for power 
which chokes all reason and brings self- 
destruction; the calculated rabble-rousing 
which defeats its own purpose; the fatal 
glamour of a crown, and the inward death 
it brings, Truly, the wages of dominion are 
sickness of the heart, and death. Here are 
lashings of pomp and circumstance, and no 
sparing of the terror and darkness. Even 
so thuggish a hero as Henry V betrays to 
us twitches of guilt and inward horror. 


If you would study an interesting pheno- 
menon, see how people rousing jingoistic 
fervour hasten to quote Shakespeare, and 
by an extraordinary blindness choose pas- 
sages which point to the contrary of their 
own attitude. John of Gaunt’s speech 
(‘ This earth, this realm, this England ”) is 
really a lamentation over national dis- 
honour. 


The play KING Joun, by virtue of its 
closing lines spoken by an unscrupulous 
braggart (“Come the four corners of the 
world in arms, and we shall shock them”), 
used to be billed by touring companies as 
“Grand Patriotic Night.” The play is in 
fact a study of the corroding effects of 
power, and the self-destruction brought by 
violence. 


* 


There is always an army of critics ready 
to descend on a play, weigh it, measure it, 
dip it in acid, apply various other scientific 
tests, and then judge it accordingly. What- 
ever they find which savours of intuition 
they will call “fantasy,” and toss it aside 
as irrelevant. Whereas every dramatist 
knows that flesh without fantasy is a lie. 
The most recent critical blast in this matter 
was directed at Bernard Kops after THE 
DREAM OF PETER MANN. “ You can’t mix 
real life with fantasy,” they said. 


All right, so we will stay down to earth, 
tuned to the news bulletin. This reveals 
some interesting stories: 


1, A haberdasher from Missouri suddenly 
finds himself required to decide whether or 
not thousands of people on the other side 
of the world shall be done to indiscriminate 
death. He can wreak this new plague by 
signing a paper. For reasons which in the 
cold light of day seem adequate, he does 
so. Even Shakespeare might have dismissed 
that story as too fantastic. 


2. Christian civilisation appears to be 
threatened. The majority of Christ's fol- 
lowers decide to concur in a defence which 
employs the calculated possibility of mur- 
dering and torturing countless anonymous 
enemies. Meanwhile the preparations con- 
demn a lot of their own unborn children 
to malformation and death. They know 
about this, but don’t mind. : A minority of 
people who protest are. stigmatised as 
cranks and exhibitionists. _Was there ever 
a dramatist who could make this situation 
convincing in a play ? 


But why go on? The news speaks for 
itself every day. Leave the last word of 
this column to the drum-and-trumpet melo- 
dramatist ‘Shakespeare: “God's benison go 
with thee, and with those that would make 
good of bad and friends of foes.” 


J ack Shepherd 
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Last week, Simon Pratt, a Quaker working in the field of education, contributed 
the first of two articles in which writers state their personal opinions on civil 


disobedience. 


This week, APRIL CARTER, Secretary of the Direct Action 


Committee Against Nuclear War, continues the discussion with consideration of 


Seereey and non-violence 


JS openness with the authorities a 
sine qua non of truly non-violent 
direct action? This problem has 


frequently cropped up during the 
course of the direct action campaign 
in this country, but has never been 


thoroughly debated. 


The problem is a crucial one, since the 
answer to it hinges on one’s analysis of 
the ultimate aims of non-violent direct 
action, and in particular of civil disobedi- 
ence. The problem arises because of the 
hybrid nature of non-violent direct action, 
which is a synthesis of two contradictory 
political approaches. The pure direct action 
approach is basically anarchist and anti- 
authoritarian—the direct action approach 
to a rocket base is “Let's demolish the 
damn thing” and show that people aren't 
going to stand for their governments pre- 
paring for nuclear war. 


The purely non-violent approach is basic- 
ally constitutional in that it recognises the 
validity of the state and its laws and insti- 
tutions (or at any rate the obligations of an 
individual to respect the beliefs and organs 
of his society) and lays ultimate emphasis 
on persuasion and conversion. Non- 
violence, however, hopes to persuade 
through voluntary witness and suffering, 
and does not lay sole stress on reasoned 
discussion as liberal theories of democracy 


tend to do. 


This dichotomy resolves itself into prac- 
tical questions such as: When we organise 
a demonstration against a rocket base, is 
our real aim to occupy the base, or is it to 
convert other people to the view that 
rocket bases should be abandoned ? If the 
real aim is to occupy the base this presup- 
poses that the end aim of the campaign is 
a direct action revolution which will immo- 
bilise or demolish all bases and nuclear 
weapons, 


SYNTHESIS 


Jf the real aim is to convert others it 
presupposes that the end aim of the cam- 
paign is a new government elected by a 
majority through normal constitutional 
means, and that the non-violent action was 
merely a form of dramatising the issues, a 
means of individual witness, and a means 
of publicity. If the direct action aim is 
accepted completely, then the question of 
telling the authorities does not even arise. 
Jf the non-violent aim is accepted com- 
pletely, then the essentially law abiding 
character of cne’s civil disobedience en- 
sures that the question of not telling them 
doesn’t even arise. 


It does arise if one is trying to attain a 
genuine synthesis of non-violence and direct 
action, if the aim of the demonstration 
against the rocket base is both to demon- 
strate the power of people to prevent the 
construction and operation of rocket sites, 
and 1o convert others to the view that 
rocket bases are evil. To achieve the first 
aim demands some degree of success in 
immobilising the base, and to achieve the 
second demands the use of methods which 
may win sympathy and support. 


Non-violent direct action is a potential 
means of enforcing direct change without 
waiting on constitutional changes of gov- 
ernment. It cannot be seen merely as a 
propaganda tactic or form of individual 
witness, since use of direct action methods 
implies that the campaign may be won 
through these methods. 


But it cannot be seen cither as a step in 
the direction of inevitable revolution, since 
direct action is a means of achieving social 
change, not part of any particular political 
dogma. 

Use of direct action does not commit one 
to a theory of inevitable revolution in 
Marxist, anarchist or any other terms. In 
a parliamentary democracy, direct action 


This protest outside the War Office in January, 1952, by members 
of the Peace Pledge Union, who later became known as the Non- 
Violent Resistance Group, was the first occasion in Britain when 
demonstrators against atom bombs and bases worked on the prin- 
ciple of informing the police and the War Department of their 


plans. 


and not to coerce its opponents, 


“Since a non-violent action aims always to persuade people, 


it can never be ‘ underground,’ ” 


said their press statement. 


may be used as a supplement to normal 
constitutional agitation—whether or not it 
is resorted to finally in order to win the 
campaign will depend on the adequacy of 
the constitutional means. 


There are two weaknesses in an over- 
simplified direct action approach. One is 
that it leads logically to the use of violence 
in order to obtain one’s objectives, for 
example, the dynamiting of a rocket base 
if the removal of the base is seen to be of 
central importance. The other is that the 
idea of direct action by-passes the whole 
problem of government. 


For instance, direct action recognises that 
rocket bases are valid symbols of H-bomb 
policy, that their existence both implements 
H-bomb policy and reinforces acceptance 
of this policy among the general public. 
Therefore it tries to immobilise a base. 
This is valid—-but the bases cannot be con- 
sidered in isolation since they are guarded 
by the state’s police and armed forces, and 
are merely one expression of government 
policy. So any direct action campaign is 
inevitably directed also against the govern- 
ment, and if successful will result in the 
overthrow of the government. 


At this stage the problem of violence 
again arises. It is perfectly possible for an 
active minority to force a government to 
resign, as happened in Japan. But if the 
demonstrators then desist and allow the 
constitution to operate normally through a 
general election for a new government, 
they may find that a government is sent 
back still committed to the old policy and 
their revolution has been in vain. In order 
to prevent this the revolutionaries would 
have to resort to a coup d’etat and form 
their own government, which would be 
likely to degenerate into a military dictator- 


ship. 


Therefore a movement firmly committed 
to non-violence will abstain from more ex- 
treme revolutionary steps and from purely 
obstructive tactics until it is at least assured 
of genuine mass support. It will also give 
careful thought to its immediate tactics, 
and will recognise that the degree to which 


directness or non-violence predominates in 
any action is partly dependent on practical 
and psychological factors. 


To return to the rocket base example, 
when the base is about to be or being 
built, a greater emphasis on the direct 
action aim is both more practical and more 
acceptable. There is a genuine if remote 
chance that large scale civil disobedience 
will prevent the base from ever being built. 
Once it is actually operational the only 
realistic method of immobilising it is some 
form of sabotage-—-mass physical obstruc- 
tion is only a temporary expedient. More- 
over, the general public will probably view 
with more sympathy attempts to occupy 
land before the base is built, or to obstruct 
work in progress, than it will “raids” on 
operational bases. 


These considerations have a direct bear- 
ing on whether or not one organises the 
demonstration in an open manner and 
whether one informs the authorities in ad- 
vance. When the demonstrators are trying 
to occupy land or obstruct work there is a 
real chance of their doing this even if the 
authorities do know of their plans. Even if 
the police cordon off the site the demon- 
strators can obstruct lorries bringing mate- 
rials to the site, and make the continuation 
of work much more difficult, until they are 
arrested. But it is perfectly possible to 
cordon off a rocket base and to reduce the 
demonstrators to waiting impotently outside 
unless they resort to some degree of phy- 
sical violence. 


In this case the demonstration may still 
be impressive. If hundreds or even thou- 
sands of police or military have to be 
turned out to protect a rocket base from 
peaceful demonstrators, a very direct chal- 
lenge is made to the government and its 
policy, and the violence of the state pro- 
tecting a symbol of mass violence is ex- 
posed. But the effect achieved is different 
from the impact which would be made if 
1,000 people actually occupied a base. 


If it is considered essential to occupy the 
base, this demands that the demonstration 
should be organised throughout’ with 


strictest secrecy and it would be literally a 
kind of commando raid. Therefore at this 
stage a strong direct action emphasis is in- 
compatible with openness with the authori- 
ties: to stress the occupation of the base 
necessitates setting up an underground re- 
sistance movement of military efficiency. 


If the principle of openness is main- 
tained, the emphasis must be directed to- 
wards challenging government policy and 
to openly risking arrest for one’s principles, 
rather than to immobilising the base. 


The relative emphasis on directness or 
non-violence depends not only on the im- 
mediate context of the action, but also on 
the type of society in which it takes place. 
This article is not attempting to examine 
the problems which face resisters in a 
totalitarian country, but is concerned with 
the nuclear disarmament movement in our 
more or less democratic society. As a 
minority movement trying to win majority 
support, the anti-H-bomb campaign should 
probably stress non-violence in order to 
make clear its members are essentially 
peaceful and law-abiding citizens, not Irish 
Republican Army gunmen in disguise. If 
so, everything is to be gained by being 
completely open with the authorities. 


This openness gives the demonstrators 
more opportunity in advance of explaining 
what they are trying to do. It establishes 
them as essentially law-abiding citizens who 
are only breaking the law on a major issue 
of conscience, but also in a_ peaceful 
manner. It shows that they are not afraid 
of the authorities or the consequences of 
their actions—the audacity as well as the 
ingenuousness of publishing at large their 
intentions of committing a “ major crime ” 
has a Teal value and appeal. It puts the 
authorities in a very invidious position if 
they try to stop the demonstration in 
advance. 


Threats of major criminal charges and 
attempts to deprive the demonstrators of 
transport (which occurred before the 
second Swaffham demonstration) tend to 
Jook silly if they don’t work. Advance 
arrests, as before Harrington, tend to en- 
sure the demonstration an advance build- 
up, public sympathy and widespread press 
Coverage, as well as showing the deter- 
mination of the demonstrators. 


OPENNESS 


Finally, complete openness with the 
authorities and use of normal organisa- 
tional methods in planning a demonstration 
tends to create a healthy and fearless atti- 
tude within the movement; demonstrators 
can afford to laugh at MIS agents who 
attend their briefing mectings. 


Conversely, adoption of conspiratorial 
and underground methods to organise civil 
disobedience demonstrations would have in 
the long run an extremely bad psycho- 
logical effect. Such methods would result 
in organisation by person to person con- 
tacts, suspicions about government. spies, 
fear of discovery, secrecy about the identity 
of leaders, and the building up of an 
“underground” movement. This would 
not only induce a persecution complex and 
generally unbalanced attitude among the 
campaigners, it would also justify govern- 
mental use of such unpleasant methods as 
telephone tapping, secret agents, opening 
mail and encouraging informers, and have 
a damaging effect on society as a whole. 


More immediate and practical arguments 
against adopting elaborate underground 
methods are the very bad impact. these 
would make on the general public. The 
movement would lay itself open to charges 
of being organised by undercover agents 


from another Power, and of being violent 
and irresponsible, 


There is a close connection between 
secrecy and violence, and between complete 
openness and non-violence. The openness 
of plans for a demonstration is virtually a 
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A NEW FOREIGN 


JOHN STONEHOUSE, MP 


WE must use this as an opportunity for 
achieving a wider understanding, not 

only of the effects of a nuclear war, but 

also the implications on foreign policy. 


We have to admit that many sympa- 
thisers of the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament have not worked out in their 
own minds the role which Britain should 
play in world affairs. It is possible for 
much confusion to be created. 


Now that we have jumped the Scar- 
borough hurdle this is an opportunity for 
achieving a much better understanding of 
the foreign policy issues. It is certainly 
not a time for letting-up on the campaign 
for sanity in international relations. 


This is the beginning 
of the campaign 


JOYCE BUTLER MP 


"P'HE Scarborough Conference took a 

decisive step towards unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. Now it is our 
task to see that the significance of the 
step is accepted by the Party, by Par- 
liament and by the public. 


It is not the end of the campaign but 
the beginning, and the argument is not 
about procedures or personalities but the 
implementation of a new principle. 


Despite some points in common, the 
dividing line between the official policy 
statement and unilateralism is a real one. 
The official Party statement which was de- 


The need after Scarborough 


What are the next steps after Labour’s vote for unilateral nuclear disarmament? 

Peace News asked a number of unilateralist MPs what moves they would like 

to see taken in the Parliamentary Party and in the House of Commons and 

what action they themselves contemplated taking. The following are in addition 
to the replies that appeared last week. 


feated retains the prop of the Bomb and 
the nuclear threat. Those who sincerely 
supported it are unable mentally to discard 
nuclear weapons and alliances based on 
fear. 


Now that the Labour Party has dis- 
carded the nuclear prop it has to demon- 
Strate a workable alternative. We are now 
forced to develop an entirely constructive, 
co-operative peace policy without escape to 
the deterrent as a last resort. 


I believe that those of us who whole- 
heartedly support this view should press for 
a Ministry devoted exclusively to pcace- 
making and conciliation, combined with a 
commission of experts to examine and plan 
to meet all the economic and social pro- 
plems involved in disarmament by this 
country. 


In the meantime we should undertake 
such study ourselves. The exercise should 
be a completely practical one related to 
specific factories and establishments. If we 
could draw up something like a balance 
sheet. of savings on nuclear armaments on 
one side and expenditure of money on 
socially beneficial international and national 
projects on the other, we could present the 
problem in a new and arresting way to the 
general public. 


The next steps are neither simple nor 
easy. We must avoid frittering away ener- 
gies in a personal struggle and get down 


Secrecy and non-violence 


guarantee of non-violence, or at any rate, 
of the organisers’ non-violent intentions. 


Another reason for being open with the 
authorities and acting with normal courtesy 
towards the police is that such behaviour 
distinguishes the demonstrators from 
criminals, and helps create mutual respect. 
It may then be easier in the later stages of 
a campaign to enlist the support of the 
Police, so that they refuse to act as instru- 
ments of authority and join the demon- 
strators. The same considerations apply to 
approaching the armed forces, whose non- 
co-operation with the Government couid be 
a decisive factor in winning the campaign. 


Is openness with the authorities only rele- 
vant whilst the movement Is in a minority? 
There are less obvious tactical advantages 
to be gained by a movement which can 
claim majority support being completely 
open with the authorities, just as there are 
less obvious tactical advantages in being 
Non-violent at this stage. But the long- 
term need for non-violence is even more 
important once direct action has assumed 
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mass proportions, if the movement is not 
to degenerate into a series of riots, and 
result ultimately in either chaos or military 
rule. 


Similarly the long term need for an atti- 
tude of openness within the movement is 
even greater once the movement has won 
majority support, if an underground resist- 
ance atmosphere is not to be generated in 
society as a whole. 

What do we conclude from all this ? 
Openness with the authorities is not com- 
patible with excessive emphasis on direct 
action aims: nor is non-violence strictly 
compatible with a _ full-blooded direct 
action programme. Therefore any genuine 
synthesis of direct action and non-violence 
must allow for some modification of the 
direct action approach and some _ respect 
for a more “constitutional” position; it 
must also accept the basic principles of 
non-violence. Openness with the authorities 
appears to be sufficiently intrinsic to non- 
violence to be a sine qua non of truly non- 
violent action in a liberal democracy. 


Christmas Cards for Peace 


ENDSLEIGH CHRISTMAS CARDS, with designs of outstanding appeal, 
convey in motif and text the season’s true message. In addition they 
contribute substantially to peace campaigning; all profits are devoted to 
the week-by-week international pacifist witness of PEACE NEWS. 


* 


NOT QUITE ALL PROFITS, because generous discounts are offered for 
other fund raising activities and for bazaars. 


* 


INTERNATIONAL, inter-racial, nativity, festivity, and children’s cards 
in charming full colour and with many original ideas are listed, with 
attractive and reasonably priced presents and worthwhile book gifts. 


* 


AN ILLUSTRATED CHRISTMAS LIST is available free. Sample Sets of 
38 different cards (2d.—9d.) cost 12s. 6d.; Trial Packets of 10 for 3s. 6d. 


Please send your order today to 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS 


News, 


react) 5 Caledonian Rd., (Ein) London, N.I. 


not only to hard thinking but to the most 
able and persistent educational campaign 
we can devise. 

The bomb is a clearly seen and under- 
stood reality. Its alternative is not seen 
and only dimly understood. 

In the words of Jane Addams “ We shall 
have to learn to use moral energy to put a 
new sort of force into the world and be- 
lieve that it is a vital thing.” 


No more dodging 
of issues by MPs 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


WHar should pacifists do now ? 

Do I need to give the obvious 
answer? Join the Labour Party if 
you are not already in it. 

I know that many young pacifists and 
some old ones have become hostile and 
lukewarm towards the Labour Party in 
tecent years because of its support for H- 
bomb and rearmament policies. 


But the situation has dramaticalily 
changed as a result of the Scarborough 
Conference and there is now no reason 
why the pacifists should remain aloof and 


critical of the Labour Party. 


Of course it is quite wrong to say that 
the Labour Party has become pacifist be- 
cause many of the supporters of the Scar- 
borough resolutions still refuse or hesitate 
to call themselves pacifists. Their position 
would of course be more logical and de- 
fensible if they did. 

But that is no reason why pacifists and 
Aldermaston marchers should now remain 
outside the Labour Party while the battle 
of ideas is going on inside it. Certainly 
those who looked hopefully towards the 
Liberal Party in the hope that it was going 
unilateralist can have no illusions now. Mr. 
Grimond has dismissed unilateralism as 
“insanity ” and the Liberals have voted for 
H-bomb strategy by an overwhelming 
majority. 

To the pacifists inside the Labour Party 
I say “ Work in it now as you have never 
worked before.” Be at every Party meet- 
ing, every trade union meeting and every 
co-operative meeting, at every meeting of 
every kind with your arguments, your 
Peace News, your pamphlets and literature. 
For the convinced pacifist is not just an 
emotionalist as so many of our critics say, 
but the most logical rationalist of the lot. 
The pacifists know all the answers to the 
rhetorical questions that Mr. Gaitskell put 
in his concluding speech. They have met 
them many times before. 

We are not embarrassed at the idea of 
losing NATO, nor at the thought that if 
we are Called pacifists we will lose the next 
election. Indeed, Mr. Gaitskell has done a 
splendid service to the pacifists. He has 
asked all the questions which those half- 
way to pacifism have to consider now. 
And the more they do think about them 
the more I am convinced that they must 
come along on the pacifist road. 

Thank you, Mr. Gaitskell, thank you, the 
whole nation is now talking about pacifism 
and we are not afraid. Indeed, we are 
delighted about it. For at last British 
democracy is going to discuss the funda- 
mental things of politics and life and is 
not being sidetracked into discussing poli- 
tical irrelevancies and shallow slogans as it 
has been for the last few General Elec- 
tions. 

But do not imagine that it is going to be 
an easy task now to convert the British 
people or Right Wing Labour MPs to 
pacifism. 

Our opponents will play upon the fear 
of Russia and about the awful things that 
are likely to happen to us if the Russians 
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come here as they came to East Germany 
and Hungary. 

They will argue that whatever we do the 
Americans and the Russians will take no 
notice of us and go on making their H- 
bombs. And these arguments leave ordi- 
nary people frightened and confused. 

I don’t believe the Russians want to 
come here anyway, and that they are only 
likely to H-bomb us if we keep the Ameri- 
can bases here or keep our own air force 
and rockets ready to bomb them. 


The H-bomb is no answer to the Berlin 
problem or that of East Germany, and 
nobody has suggested that it could have 
been used in Hungary. 

Then there are all the varieties of this 
type of fear propaganda that have to be 
met. These questions must be answered 
clearly and unequivocally and to do this 
requires patience and persistency and good 
humour. 

A great counter propaganda is promised 
by Mr. Gaitskell. He is going to fight, 
fight, fight. Of course pacifists can fight 
too, not with armed violence but with en- 
thusiasm and ideas. 

Wherever Mr. Gaitskell goes we must 
follow him, and answer him. If he holds 
a demonstration in Glasgow we will hold 
one the following week, and we will do the 
same in Leeds, in Manchester. Far from 
being upset and afraid, we welcome it. 

MPs will no longer be able to dodge the 
issues, Insist that they tell you where they 
stand and watch closely how they vote and 
speak in Parliament. 

If you don’t like your Labour MP, if 
you don’t think he represents your view in 
Parliament, make it clear to him that you 
can select another candidate before the next 
Election. 

Then express your views in the columns 
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“I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another” 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 


1CK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6 Endsleigh Street Leadon, W.C.1 
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Non-violent 
defence study 


SERIES of Thursday talks has been 

arranged in London by the recently 
formed Non-violent Defence Group, The 
object of the study will be consideration of 
non-violent defence against a totalitarian 
aggressor. 


The Chairman for the course of six 
lectures will be Hugh Brock, Editor of 
Peace News. For details of meetings see 
“Diary,” page two. 

A separate programme of study for local 
groups is obtainable from London Region 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarraament, 5 
Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


* 


ROFESSOR J. ROTBLAT, the atomaic 

physicist, and London University 
lecturers will speak at a series of 24 weekly 
lectures on technical aspects of nuclear 
energy. The course, organised by the 
Workers’ Educational Association, starts on 
Monday, October 24, at 7 p.m. at 28 
Woburn Square, London, W.C.1. Intend- 


ing students may enroll at the classes. 
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of the local papers, and the national ones 
if they will let you. 

Whether you agree with them or not, you 
know how hard the convinced Communist 
works, Well, Jet the pacifists who have as 
much right to be in the Labour Party as 
Mr. Gaitskell and his supporters do the 
same. 

So, into the Labour Party and carry on 
the work that was done at Scarborough. 
There is an enormous lot to do now. 


Develop U.N. 


GEORGE CRADDOCK, MP 


YINHE decision taken on Defence at the 
Labour Party's Conference was in the 
best traditions of the movement, 

I felt a couple of years ago the Labour 
Party lost a golden opportunity through its 
failure to lead a nation-wide peace cam- 
paign, 

After the debate at Scarborough when 
approached by a press representative I in- 
formed him I would give my support to the 
decision of conference, Why not? Surely 
the Annual Conference is the policy making 
body, 

Not long before we broke for the 
summer recess, the Prime Minister, at ques- 
tion time, said no country would be so 
foolish as to declare war, but the trouble 
now was that war might come by accident. 
It is not a comforting thought to realise 
that with the stock of H-bombs already 
produced, a large element of the world’s 
population could overnight take a single 
ticket to Paradise “ by accident.” 

This argument just won’t do. It is time 
the public rejected being treated as a set 
of boneheads and demanded that the 
machinery of the United Nations should be 
extended and developed to deal with inter- 
national situations which cannot possibly 
be resolved by pacts where the initiative 
does not rest with the international 
authority. 

The world needs now a _ powerful, 
supreme jnternational authority, backed 
by international law, to regulate the 
behaviour of nation states towards one 
another. 

The Labour Party Conference gave a 
lead to Britain and the world. We must 
not fail. 


BAN-THE-BOMB CAMPAIGNERS 
MEET RAF AT BASE 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


THE anti-H-bomb campaign scored an encouraging success in Kent on 
October 8, at West Malling airfield, when representatives of the RAF and 
USAF literally came out to meet campaigners. 


This was the climax to the work of 
Operation West Malling, an independent 
venture supported by CND groups, trade 
union branches, local Labour parties and 
many other people. The organisers fol- 
lowed a strict policy of avoiding all “ anti- 
Yank” propaganda and emphasised their 
cordial feelings to individual Americans. 


Two hundred demonstrators from all 
over the country assembled at the main 
gates. A patrol on the road exhibited 
posters while a motorcade covered the 
countryside. A deputation, consisting of 
Jack Lee, farmer, JP, and County Coun- 
cillor, the Rev. Basil Huett, Methodist 
minister, and Mrs. Margaret Lodge, organ- 
ising secretary of the project, was received 
with great cordiality by RAF officers who 
introduced them to the American Deputy 
Commandant. 


Before the lenses of press cameramen 
and Southern Televisiom these officers list- 
ened courteously as the deputation ex- 
pressed their views and presented a_peti- 
tion. 


Bearing banners reading “ Kent for hops 
—not H-ops ! ” and “ We don’t want to go 
to Heaven through an RB-47 ! ” marchers 
set off in the pouring rain for Maidstone. 


Arriving in Maidstone, the march toured 
the town and concluded with an open-air 
meeting in Lockmeadow Market. A picture 
of the march appears on page three. 

The day’s activities were wound up by a 
public meeting at the Friends Meeting 
House in the evening. 

A leaflet addressed directly to US service- 
men assuring them of a welcome in Britain 
as civilians but not in a military capacity 
was distributed last month during an open 
day at Menwith Hill base in Yorkshire by 
the Northern Direct Action Committee. 


Councillor’s invitation 


In Tyneside, reports Denzil Webb, oppo- 
sition to CND has come from a former 
mayor of Tynemouth, Councillor Stanley 
Holmes, who, in a recent statement to the 
press, advocated the formation of an “ asso- 
ciation of men and women to counteract 
this gang who appear to want to hand over 
Britain to the Eastern bullies.” 


A leaflet entitled “Keep Britain Strong ” 
was distributed recently by members of the 
League of Empire Loyalists outside the 
City Hall, Newcastle, at a 1,500-strong 
meeting on nuclear disarmament. After the 
rally 80 people indicated that they wished 
to join CND. 

In Newcastle an intense campaign has 
been conducted by members of King’s 
College Nuclear Disarmament Society 
among freshers. An exhibition, composed 
mainly of photographic material loaned by 
Peace News, was seen by an estimated 
1,500 students and the films “ Aldermaston 
1958” and extracts from “Children of 
Hiroshima ” were shown. Forty new mem- 
bers were enrolled. 

Michael Worral, second year agricultural 
student and secretary of KCNDS, told 
a Peace New's reporter: 

“Our intense campaign among students 
and freshers in particular has been very 
well worth while. Continual leafleting of 
dining and common rooms has achieved 
welcome results. We have a permanent 
bookstall in the Union which has done a 
good trade during the past week. We are 
all very pleased.” 

Peace News is displayed on the Union 
bookstall. 

The Society plans to hold a_ student 
referendum on nuclear weapons in co- 
operation with the Combined Universities 
CND, a meeting to be addressed by John 
Rex and John Baird, and fortnightly study 
groups. 

In Boston, Massachusetts, USA, on 
October 1, reports Arthur Springer, a sharp 


denial of alleged Communist influence in 
the Sane Nuclear Policy Committee, and a 
shower of eggs and leaflets on sup- 
porters of a nuclear test ban highlighted a 
4,000 strong peace rally sponsored by the 
Greater Boston Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy. 


Following Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Professor Charles Coryell’s 
attack on the US Senate Subcommittee in- 
vestigating the anti-bomb test activities of 
Nobel Prize-winning chemist Linus Paul- 
ing and other supporters of the Sane 
Nuclear Policy Committee, eggs were 
hurled from a side balcony in Boston 
Arena. 


On the platform at the time were Cor- 
yell; Gov. G. Mennen Williams, of Michi- 
gan; Erich Fromm, psychoanalyst and 
author; L. Harold De Wolf, Professor of 
Theology, Boston University School of 
Theology; Steve Allen, Hollywood TV star, 
and folk singers Pete Seeger and Joan 
Baez. 


Allen went on to say the egg-throwers 
may “think we’re dupes of Communists. 
Let’s settle this right now and once and for 
all. I despise Communism and all it stands 
for, and I know of no other man on the 
National Committe who doesn’t share this 


opinion.” 
‘Red or dead’ 


Governor Williams, feature speaker at 
the rally, said: “If we don’t work for 
peace, we work in vain for everything else. 
Our choice is not to be ‘red or dead.’ 
There must be another alternative. To be 
effective, the alternative must be based on 
the dignity of man and the fatherhood of 
God. Without peace we can’t have free- 
dom, and without freedom we can’t have 
peace.” 

Coryell opened the meeting with an em- 
phatic defence of Linus Pauling’s refusal to 
give the Senate Internal Security Sub-com- 
mittee names of scientists who helped col- 
lect signatures on a petition calling for the 
cessation of nuclear bomb testing. Coryell 
likened the treatment of Pauling to the 
Russian Government’s attitude towards 
Boris Pasternak. and compared the attack 
on Pauling to the drive for conformity and 
the horror of freedom in the Soviet Union. 

Coryell announced publicly that he had 
helped Pauling gather signatures and said 
he “was proud to do this.” 

Dr. Linus Pauling is due to speak on 
world disarmament at a United Nations 
Day rally sponsored by the Greater New 
York Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Com- 
modore on Monday, October, 24, at 8 p.m. 

Harold De Wolf, the theologian, stated, 
“There are moral standards which no 
human being ought to violate. If it is 
tight to wage war with nuclear weapons is 
there anything at all that is wrong ?” 

Departing from the dominantly political 
and theological approaches of other 
speakers, psychoanalyst Erich Fromm sug- 
gested that the essential element in protests 
against idolatry by Old Testament prophets 
was a rejection of man’s worship of his 
own creations, and that the same idolatory 
exists today in the worship of race, class 
and state. “We ase in greater danger of 
becoming robets than slaves,” he said. 
“Man’s existence depends on whether we 
can create a new renaissance, a revitalisa- 
tion of the ideas on which this civilisation 
is based. If we cannot do this, the best 
armaments will not protect us.” 

To close the meeting Pete Seeger led the 
audience in singing the Star Spangled 
Banner. 

In Denmark a three-day march organised 
by the Danish CND is to start today (Fri- 
day) from a Nike Rocket base at Holbaek 
to Copenhagen, Deputations and_ indivi- 
duals will be joining it from Germany, 
Britain, and other Scandinavian countries. 
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MONCKTON REPORT: 


‘No alternative to 
consent ’” 


"THE Executive of the Africa Bureau 

in London issued the following 
statement on the Monckton Commis- 
sion’s Report on October 12: 


We welcome the report of the Monckton 
Commission which, at last, puts beyond 
controversy the true facts about the situa- 
tion in the Central African Federation. 
For seven years its Government, with the 
support of the British Government, have 
steadily held to the mistaken belief that 
partnership is succeeding, and that the 
federal experiment was being justified. 


The Monckton Report fully upholds the 
critics of the federation. Its verdict that 
the federation itself has become a hated 
word sums up its findings. 

Whether the federation will, or can sur- 
vive, in the new design proposed by the 
Commission is a question for the leaders 
of all races in Central Africa to decide. 

Our concern is that the policy of the 
British Government and Parliament, hav- 
ing taken the wrong turning in July 1953 
in imposing federation against the over- 
whelming opposition of the African 
people, the British Parliament must re- 
solve never again to accept a solution 
that does not rest on consent. 

The Monckton Report emphasises over and 
over again that there is no effective alter- 
native to consent. They specifically re- 
pudiate the idea of trying to hold the 
federation together by force. 

The key sentence in the Report is the 
Commission’s view: “ Finally, we are 
convinced that no form of federal asso- 
ciation, however reformed, can succeed 
so long as many of its people feel that 
they are being kept in it against their 
will and can break out enly by force.” 

This strongly expressed view held unanim- 
ously by the Commission must determine 
future British policy in Central Africa, if 
past follies are not to become future 
disasters. 
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